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Curriculum and Sample Lessons

Assalamu Alaikum,
We have the pleasure in sending you this booklet containing details about
weekendLearning, its curriculum and sample lessons. We have recently published
a series of Islamic Studies books for weekend Islamic schools.
Please review the sample lessons and the topics in the curriculum. Additional
sample lessons are available online at www.weekendlearning.com.
Our purpose is to make teaching Islamic Studies easy and eﬀective. These
books are designed to provide a meaningful direction to Islamic education for
students growing up in the West. We believe, insha-Allāh these curriculum based
lessons will be useful to your school.
Jazakallahu Khairan

Mansur Ahmad, Ph.D.
Executive Program Director
weekendLearning
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Inside the

Islamic Studies Books
Curriculum:
The Islamic Studies books from weekendLearning are based on a comprehensive 12-year curriculum.
The curriculum contains broad aspect of Islam based on the Qur’ān and authentic Hadīth. The topics in
the curriculum are laid out in a systematic manner to suit the teaching needs in a weekend Islamic school.
Topics are selected based on age, grade and learning levels of each grade.
Many Sunday schools do not have a curriculum – not because they cannot develop one, but because
they cannot ﬁnd good text books to go with the curriculum. No single text book seems to meet the needs
of their curriculum. As a result many schools operate without a curriculum. The books they select become
their curriculum. This easy-ﬁx solution solves the problem temporarily. However, in the long run the school
looses continuity in learning, teaching becomes unfocused, teachers become disillusioned and parents
become disinterested.
Many academicians voiced their opinion about the urgent need of a good curriculum. They realized
operating a school without a curriculum is like sailing without a compass or ﬂying without a radar.
After painstaking research, weekendLearning developed a comprehensive Islamic Studies curriculum.
The curriculum contains everything a school ideally would like to teach the youths growing up in the West.
The curriculum includes topics based on the Qur’ān, Hadīth, aqidah, ﬁqh, seerah, Islamic history, ideology,
ethics, prophets, application, concept, communities, companions, etc. It includes an exceptional array of
topics, many of which are practical and relevant to the society the students are living today. Topics such as
dating, male female relationship, Muslim American identity, Islam at workplace, racism, jihād are covered.
All the topics are based on broad Sunni principles and understanding. Lessons dealing with other faiths,
madhhab and People of the Book are presented in a respectful manner.
The topics in the curriculum are laid out in a systematic manner to suit the teaching needs in a weekend
Islamic school. Topics are selected based on age, grade and learning levels of each grade. Some topics are
covered in multiple grades to add diﬀerent perspective, details and additional emphasis.
The teachers and director of the school will ﬁnd continuity in the curriculum as it unfolds year to year.
Teachers will know how much each student will learn year to year, and how much they will have learned at
the end when they graduate out of the school.

Books:
Curriculum would be meaningless if there are no books and lessons to go with the curriculum. All Islamic
Studies books from weekendLearning have age and grade appropriate lessons. Even the length and depth
of each lesson and sentences in the lessons are age and grade appropriate. The lessons are tailored for 50-60
minute classes. Students in all grades will love the simple and child-friendly language and sentences in the
books. The language of the lessons and the treatment of the subjects are made from children’s perspective.
Even English spelling of Arabic words is age appropriate. The books do not simply disseminate knowledge,
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but make it relevant to the students’ life and their world. The lessons do not use a lecturing tone, but engage
the students in a respectful discussion.
All Islamic Studies books are perfect bound 8.5” x 11” sizes, printed in the USA for quality purpose.
The prices of the books are kept within an aﬀordable range. To reduce the cost, the insides of the books
are not in color, but we provided an attractive page layout. Simple and appropriate illustrations are given
throughout the books. To reduce the total cost to the schools further, homework is included in the same
volume. Homework is also available to print from a CD that accompanies Teachers Manual.
Students in all grades will love the simple and child friendly languages and sentences in the books. The
language of the lessons and the treatment of the subjects are made from children’s perspective. Even English
spelling of Arabic words is age appropriate. The books do not simply disseminate knowledge, but make it
relevant to the students’ life and their world. The lessons do not use a lecturing tone, but engage the students
in a respectful discussion.
The lessons in the ﬁrst and second grades start with a coloring page. This gives the children a pleasing
time to compose them before the text of the lesson starts. The length of the text is appropriate to fully utilize
the child’s attention span. Larger fonts and simple sentences make the lower level books pleasing to the
young readers. They will enjoy doing a variety of homework or classwork.
There are no one-size-ﬁts-all lessons in the weekendLearning series books. For example, if students are
learning about Hajj, the lesson has to be age and grade appropriate. The information in the lessons should
meet the learning abilities of the students. Importantly, the length of the lesson should be just enough to
ﬁnish in one class. For this reason, some of the topics are covered in multiple grades due to complexity, detail
and emphasis needed at diﬀerent grades.
For example, when a ﬁrst grader learns about who Adam (A) was, his sister in 5th grade learns why and
how Allāh created Adam and what happened to him in the Garden. At the same time a 7th grader delves in
detail as to how Iblīs tempted Adam and why he fell into the temptation. Could he have prevented it from
happening? What happened next and what is the lesson for us from the story of Adam? Around the same
time, a 9th grader revisits the story of Adam from a diﬀerent perspective—to understand signiﬁcance of
‘nakedness’, covering with leaves and implication of being khalīfa on earth.
Each book ends with an appendix containing instructions about how to do wūdū and salāt. This allows
a student, who starts an Islamic School in the middle of the curriculum, to gain the beneﬁt of learning and
performing regular salāt. Sadly, many older children have not learned how to perform salāt, and they do not
have a ready reference to help them.

Homework:
If homework is not administered, learning cannot be reinforced. Each lesson in the weekendLearning
series is followed by a wide variety of homework. Most homework can be ﬁnished within 10-15 minutes.
Many of the homework require students consult an English translation of the Qur’an. The idea is to develop
a habit of using the Qur’an as a ready reference guide. In course of time the Qur’an will become a companion
in their life. When students will face challenges in life, they will remember to refer to the Qur’an – the
ultimate source of guidance.
Homework is designed to challenge them without taking much of their time. Homework will encourage
the students to search verses of the Qur’ān by either sūrah number or sūrah name.
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The homework is included in the text book at the end of each lesson. The teacher can have the students
do the homework in the text book itself or give them printed handouts. Alternately the schools can purchase
required number of homework booklet, although it is not required. The cost would be about the same if
all homework are printed oﬀ the CD. All the homework are included in a CD that accompanies Teachers
Manual. The ﬁles in the CD are in pdf as well as Word format.

Teachers Manual:
Many of the teachers in weekend schools are volunteers who do not have formal teaching experience.
Sometimes they feel lost when a text book is given to them to base their lectures. With weekendLearning
text books the teachers will feel comfortable as the lessons are structured, resourceful and easy to teach.
Many higher grade books will have optional Teachers Manual containing lesson plans and teaching guides.
The manual will contain a CD. The CD has question bank, ready-to-print exam questions and homework
in pdf and Word ﬁles. The CD also has many of the lessons in PowerPoint.
The Teachers Manual will be available only for higher grade books. The Manual provides important tips
and suggestions about teaching particular lesson. Important auxiliary information is included in the Manual
making the need for additional research redundant. Additional maps, time lines etc. are included in the
Manual that are not given in the text book. Approximately half an hour preparation with the Manual and
text book will fully prepare a teacher to eﬀectively conduct a class.
The cost of projectors is going down. The schools may consider investing in a projector. Some of the
lessons in higher grades are available in PowerPoint. The presentations are based on the lessons in the text
book. Presenter’s notes are included in many slides. If a lesson can be taught with the aid of PowerPoint, not
only teaching will be highly eﬀective, but also earn students’ and parents’ conﬁdence in the school system.

What can you do now?
Go through the booklet, review the curriculum and read the sample lessons. Check out more lessons in
the web. If you like to explore further, order one copy of each book for further evaluation. Explore other
great books from weekendLearning, such as the Quiz Book on Islam, 21 Du‘ā for Children, Arabic Writing
Workbook and Juz ‘Amma for School Students. These books are unique in many diﬀerent ways, ideal for
all weekend schools.
When you are ready, please place an order for required number of copies for your school.
Muslim youths are our future. Give them the best Islamic education. Let our books help you achieve the
best. You are in the pivotal role and you can make the diﬀerence. Insha-Allāh years later these students will
look back and thank you for making the diﬀerence in their lives.

Mailing Address:
WeekendLearning Publishers
5584 Boulder Crest Street
Columbus, OH 43235

WeekendLearning Publishers
14382 Bayberry Ct
Rosemount, MN 55068
weekendlearning@gmail.com

Experience the difference. Experience weekendLearning books.
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Outline of the Curriculum
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Outline of the Curriculum – Grades 1, 2 and 3
Every year the curriculum begins with a few topics on Allāh, the Qur’ān, the Prophet (S), the Hadīth or
Sunnah. In the early years the emphasis is given on the 5-pillars, but each year the emphasis increases. Every
year history of some of the prophets is introduced in an age appropriate manner. Each year, several lessons
are devoted to Islamic values to make the children grow up with good understanding of Islamic manners,
values and morals. All the lessons are followed by homework.
1st Grade

Week

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

1

Allāh

Allāh the Creator

What does Allāh do

2

Islam

Blessings of Allāh

Some names of Allāh

3

Our Faith

The Qur’ān

Allāh : the Merciful

4

Muhammad (S)*

Muhammad (S)

Allāh : the Judge

5

Qur’ān

Sunnah and Hadīth

We are Muslims

6
7

Exam is recommended in this week
5 pillars of Islam

5 pillars of Islam

Other names of the Qur’ān

8

Shahādah

Shahādah

Hadith

9

Salāt and Wūdū

Salāt

Shahādah

10

Fasting

Sawm

Types of salāt

11

Zakah

Charity

Why to do salāt

12
13

Exam is recommended in this week
Hajj

Hajj

Sawm

14

Saying bismillāh

Wūdū

Charity

15

Angels

Four khalīfas

Hajj

16

Shaitān

Ibrāhīm (A)

Prophet (S) in Makkah

17

Adam (A)

Ya’qūb (A) and Yūsuf (A)

Prophet (S) in Madinah

18

Nūh (A)

Mūsā (A) and Harun (A)

How Rasul (S) treated others

19

Exam is recommended in this week

20

Ibrāhīm (A)

Yūnus (A)

Ismā’īl (A) and Ishāq (A)

21

Mūsā (A)

Angels*

Dāwūd (A)

22

‘Isā (A)

Foods that we may eat

‘Isā (A)

23

Makkah and Madinah

Truthfulness

Being kind

24

Good manners

Kindness

Forgiveness

25

Kindness and sharing

Respect

Good deeds

26

Exam is recommended in this week

27

Allāh rewards good works

Responsibility

Cleanliness

28

Respect

Obedience

Right Path*

29

Forgiveness

Cleanliness

Muslim family

30

Love of Allāh

Honesty

Perseverance

31

Eid

Day of Judgment and Hereafter

Punctuality

32

Thanking Allāh

Muslims from diﬀerent nations

Jinn

33

Exam is recommended in this week

* included as a sample lesson in this booklet
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Outline of the Curriculum – Grades 4, 5 and 6
By 5th grade a summarized biography of the Prophet (S) is completed with an understanding of events
that shaped his life and early Islam. By 6th grade, the students will have studied the biography of most of the
prominent prophets at least once. By now the students will have learned all the fundamental principles and
all key concepts of Islam. Even if the students do not come back to weekend schools after 6th grade, still they
will have gained signiﬁcant age-appropriate knowledge about Islam.
4th Grade

Week

5th Grade

6th Grade

1

Rewards of Allāh

Allāh our sole Master

Attributes of Allāh

2

Discipline of Allāh

Why should we worship Allāh

Promise of Allāh*

3

Some names of Allāh

Revelation of the Qur’ān

Objective of the Qur’ān

4

Books of Allāh

Characteristics of prophets

Compilation of the Qur’ān

5

Pre-Islamic Arabia

Battle of Badr*

Previous Scriptures and the Qur’ān

6

Exam is recommended in this week

7

The Year of the Elephant

Battle of Uhud

Importance of Shahādah

8

Early life of Muhammad (S)

Battle of Trench

Hadīth, compilation, narrators

9

Life before prophethood

Hudaibiyah Treaty

Nūh (A)

10

Receipt of prophethood

Conquest of Makkah

Talut, Jalut and Dāwūd (A)

11

Makkan period

Adam (A)

Dāwūd (A) and Sulaimān (A)

12

Exam is recommended in this week

13

Pledges of Aqaba

Ibrāhīm (A) and his arguments

Sulaimān (A) and Queen of Saba

14

Hijrat to Madinah

Ibrāhīm (A) and idols

Mūsā (A) and Fir‘awn

15

Madīnan period

Luqmān (A) and his teachings

Israelites after their rescue

16

Victory of Makkah

Yūsuf (A) – Childhood and life in
Aziz’ s home

Mūsā (A) and Khidir

17

Abū Bakr (R)

Yūsuf (A) – life in prison and his
dream interpretation

‘Isā (A) and Maryam (ra)

18

‘Umar al-Khattāb (R)

Yūsuf (A) - dream fulﬁlls

Khadījah (ra)

19

Exam is recommended in this week

20

‘Uthmān ibn ‘Aﬀan (R)

Ayyūb (A)

‘A’ishah (ra)

21

‘Ali Ibn Abu Tālib (R)

Zakariyyāh (A) and Yahyā (A)

Fātimah (ra)

22

Compilers of Hadīth

Maryam

Awakening

23

Shaitān’s mode of action

Major Masjid in the world

Rūh and Nafs

24

Hūd (A)

Upholding truth

Angel and Jinn

25

Sālih (A)

Responsibility and punctuality

Shaitān’s strategy

26

Exam is recommended in this week

27

Mūsā (A)

My mind, my body

Taqwā

28

Sulaimān (A)

Kindness and forgiveness

My friend is Muslim now

29

Truthfulness

Middle Path

Friendship with others / with
opposite gender

30

Perseverance*

Signiﬁcance of salāt

Reading salāt vs performing salāt

31

Day of Judgment

Signiﬁcance of fasting

Muslims around the world

32

‘Eid and its signiﬁcance

Zakāt and sadaqah - signiﬁcance

People of other faith

33

Exam is recommended in this week

* included as a sample lesson in this booklet
Sample Booklet Page Number 9

Outline of the Curriculum – Grades 7, 8 and 9
Application of knowledge is gradually emphasized through carefully selected topics. Details about some of
the prophets are introduced to highlight the abiding moral in their lives. In 8th grade several battles and early
Muslims’ struggle are discussed in detail. Depth and emphasis in the lessons require increased attention
from the students. Age appropriate moral lessons e.g. gossip, friendship, peer pressure, dating, indecency,
enjoining good and forbidding evil, etc. are covered.
7th Grade

Week

8th Grade

9th Grade

1

Why Islam, what is Islam

Divine Names

Signs of Allāh in nature

2

The Qur’ān - other names

Objective of the Qur’ān

Ponder over the Qur’ān

3

Seeking forgiveness of Allāh Istighfar

Hadīth

Preservation and compilation of the
Qur’ān

4

Allāh: Angry or Kind

Madhhab

Ibadat - some easy ways to do it

5

Islamic Greetings

Hope, hopefulness, hopelessness

Why human being are superior

7

Adam (A)

Trial

Is Islam a violent religion

8

‘Ad and Thamūd

Friends and friendship

Peer pressure

9

Stories of Ibrāhīm (A)-I

Friendship with Non-Muslims

Choices we make

10

Stories of Ibrāhīm (A) -II

Dating in Islam

Dating in Islam

11

Sacriﬁce of Ibrāhīm (A)*

Duties towards Parents*

Alcohol and gambling

6

Exam is recommended in this week

12

Exam is recommended in this week

13

Lūt (A)

Islam for middle school student

Permitted and prohibited food

14

Yūsuf (A)- Story of overcoming
temptation

Battle of Badr

Food of the People of the Book

15

Dwellers of Cave

Battle of Uhud

Khadījah (ra)

16

Dhul Qurnain

Banu Qaynuka

Prophet’s multiple marriages

17

Abū Sufyān

Banu Nadir

Marriage with Zainab (ra)

18

Khālid Ibn Walīd (R)

Battle of Khandaq

The Prophet - a great army general

19

Exam is recommended in this week

20

How to achieve success

Banu Qurayzah

God’s chosen people

21

Character of the prophets

Surah Al-Ahzāb on the Battle of
Khandaq

Mūsā’s personality

22

Prophet’s marriages

Hudaibiyah Treaty

Prophecy of Muhammad(S) in Bible

23

Puriﬁcation

Tabūk Expedition

Shī‘ah Muslims

24

Permitted and prohibited

Farewell Pilgrimage

Muslims in North America

25

Lailatul Qadr

Performance of Hajj

Life cycle of truth

27

Fasting in Ramadan

Paradise and Hell

How Ramadan makes us better

28

My family is Muslim now

Finality of Prophethood

Indecency

29

Amr bil ma‘rūf

The early history of Shī‘ah Muslim

Allegations against the Prophet (S)

30

Guard your tongue*

Ummayad Dynasty

Family values

31

Lessons from past civilizations

Abbasid Dynasty

Shariah

32

Science in the Qur’ān

Permitted and prohibited food

Justice in Islam

26

Exam is recommended in this week

33

Exam is recommended in this week

* included as a sample lesson in this booklet
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Outline of the Curriculum – Grades 10, 11 and 12
th

th

In 10 , 11 and 12th grades, the topics increasingly prepare the youths to tune their young-adult life.
More serious issues are introduced that have real life implications. Application of knowledge continues to
be emphasized. Age appropriate moral lessons like righteousness in Islam, marriage, dowry issues, divorce
process, music in Islam, jihād etc. are introduced.
10th Grade

Week

11th Grade

12th Grade

1

History of the word “Allāh”

“Discovering” God

Our God, their God

2

An analysis of Fātiha

Kalam of Allāh

Loving Allāh

3

Fātiha vs. Lord’s Prayer

Precedence of mercy in Allāh

Literal interpretation of the Qur’ān

4

Muhkam Mutashabihat verses

Importance of the Qur’ān in life

Management 101 - from the
Prophet’s life

5

Being Khalifa on earth

Succession to Muhammad (S)

Apostasy

6

Exam is recommended in this week

7

10 Companions - Ashara
Mubashirin

Victory comes from apparent setback Husband and wife - garment for
each other

8

The Bible and the Qur’ān

Accountability

Dowry process

9

Adam and Eve in the Garden

Righteousness in Islam

Divorce process

10

Natural calamities

10 years of life changing foundation

Lian verses

11

Racism in Islam

Light upon the Light

Hijab verses

13

Superstition

Ruh, Nafs, Spirit, Bodies

Marital relations of the Prophet (S)

14

Al-Asr - timing of the Day

Responsibilities in married life

Men are head of household

15

Position of women in Islam

Divorce

Flogging an adulterer

16

Marriage with Non-Muslims

Balancing faith amid diversity

Why two women witness

17

Distinctive females in Qur’ān

Importance of keeping the “trust”

Hur in Heaven

18

Women’s rights in Islam

Music in Islam

Is Islam a violent religion

12

Exam is recommended in this week

19

Exam is recommended in this week

20

Establishing salāt- Institutionalize it

Fitra - Innate human nature

Jihād verses

21

Goodly loan

Heedlessness in human being

Hajj - understanding the signiﬁcance

22

Fiqh

Importance of tolerance

“Beating thy wife”

23

Death

Guidance and misguidance

“Part time Muslim”

24

Turmoil in early Islam

Stages of life and death

Muslim youths in the US

25

Public ﬁnance in early Islam

This world and next world

MSA - An introduction

26

Exam is recommended in this week

27

Business ethics

How to enjoy life Islamic way

Islamophobia - how to deal with it

28

Balance in life

Wrongdoings - how to identify and
avoid them

Future Muslims

29

Islam in America

How to pray Janaza prayer

Independent project

30

Islam in India

Understanding Judaism

Independent project

31

Islam in Spain

Judaism, Christianity and Islam

Independent project

32

Islam in Turkey

Dependence, independence

Independent project

33

Exam is recommended in this week
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Level 1: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Allāh: Our Creator

Who is Allāh, what did He create? The students will learn that everything in the world is created
by Allāh.

2

Islam

What is Islam, why we follow Islam? The students will get a basic idea about their religion
Islam.

3

Our Faith

Islam is our religion, but we should have faith in Islam. The students will learn about our faith.
The articles of faith are introduced.

4

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Students will learn about Muhammad (S). Who he was, why do we respect him, what did he
do? The lesson is a basic outline of his lifetime and teachings.

5

The Qur’ān

What is the Qur’ān? The students will learn about the Qur’ān – a book of guidance for all Muslims.

6

5 Pillars of Islam

Now that the students have learned a few things about Islam, they will be introduced to the
5-pillars of Islam.

7

Shahadah: The First Pillar

This lesson covers the basics of the first pillar of Islam. The concept of each of the 5-pillars is
gradually introduced, one at a time.

8

Salah: The Second Pillar

The lesson covers the basics of the second pillar of Islam. The concept of each of the 5-pillars
is gradually introduced, one at a time.

9

Fasting: The Third Pillar

The lesson covers very basic of the third pillar of Islam. The concept of each of the 5-pillars is
gradually introduced, one at a time.

10

Zakah: The Fourth Pillar

The lesson covers the basics of the fourth pillar of Islam. The concept of each of the 5-pillars is
gradually introduced, one at a time.

11

Hajj: The Fifth Pillar

The lesson covers the basics of the fifth pillar of Islam. The concept of each of the 5-pillars is
gradually introduced, one at a time.

12

Saying Bismillah:
Remembering Allāh

The students will learn about an important Islamic manner – to say bismillah before doing anything. It is a way of thanking and remembering Allāh.

13

Angels: They Work for Allāh

Who are the angels? The students will get a basic idea about the angels and their duties.

14

Shaitan: Our Enemy

Why is Shaitan our enemy? What does he do? The students will get a basic idea about shaitan
and his role in our daily life.

15

Adam (A): The First Prophet

The lesson is an introduction about the first prophet, Adam (A). A short account of his life is
covered.

16

Nuh (A): Saved from the Flood The lesson is an introduction about Nuh (A). A short account of how he was saved from flood is
covered.

17

Ibrahim (A): Never Listen to
Shaitan

The lesson is an introduction about Ibrahim (A). He never listened to shaitan. A short account of
his life is covered.

18

Musa (A): A Good Man

The lesson is an introduction about Musa (A). A short account of his life is covered.

19

Isa (A): A Good Son of a Good
Mother

The lesson is an introduction about Isa (A). A short account of his life and his mother is covered.

20

Makkah And Madinah: Two
Great Places

Learning about Islam is not complete unless the students know about Makkah and Madinah
– two important cities.

21

Good Manners

What are the good manners in Islam? Why should we show good manners? The students will
learn about importance of good manner.

22

Kindness and Sharing

Why should we share and why should we show kindness? A great moral building lesson for
early beginners.

23

Allāh Rewards Good Work

Good works never go unnoticed. Allāh rewards all good work. The students will learn how Allāh
rewards all good works.

24

Respect

The students will learn the importance of showing respect, not only to each other, but also to
things around us. It is a great moral building lesson.

25

Forgiveness

We learned about kindness and sharing. Forgiveness is another value we need to learn and
practice. A great moral building lesson.

26

Love of Allāh

We cannot be good Muslim unless we love Allāh. The lesson shows what are some of the
things we should do to show our love for Allāh.

27

Eid: Two Festivals

This lesson is an overview of two main festivals in Islam – Eid al-Fitr and Eid-al-Adha.

28

Thanking Allāh

When we thank Allāh we show our respect to Him. The students will learn why we should thank
Allāh, when and how we should thank Him.
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Level 2: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Allāh The Creator

The students will learn more about Allāh – the Creator. Nobody creates but Allāh. We worship
Him because He created everything.

2

Blessings of Allāh

Everything on the earth is blessings of Allāh. As students learn this concept, they will appreciate
why it is important to thank Allāh for His blessings.

3

The Qur’ān

What is the Qur’ān? How was it revealed? What does it contain? How the book is important in
our life? Students will get an overview of the Qur’ān.

4

Our Prophet Muhammad (S)

This lesson is an introduction of the Prophet (S). The students will learn about him and the key
events in his life.

5

Sunnah and Hadīth

This lesson provides an introduction to the Sunnah and Hadith. The students will know why they
are important and why we should follow them.

6

The Five Pillars of Islam

The curriculum continues to emphasize the five pillars of Islam. The students will review the five
pillars and learn more about them.

7

Shahadah: The First Pillar

The students will learn about the importance of Shahadah in our life. They will memorize the
Shahadah with its meaning.

8

Salat: The Second Pillar

The students will learn about why we do salat, how many different types of salat are there and
their timings.

9

Fasting: The Third Pillar

Why do Muslims fast? In which month do they fast? The students will get an overview of fasting
and learn its importance.

10

Zakat: The Fourth Pillar

The students will learn why Muslims have to give zakat. They will also learn who is required to
give zakat and who can receive it.

11

Hajj: The Fifth Pillar

The students will get an age appropriate detail about Hajj. They will learn about the rituals and
the places associated with the rituals.

12

Wudu: Keep Our Body Clean

As students prepare to perform regular salat, they are also taught about the importance of wudu
and how it is performed.

13

Four Khalifas: Four Best
Leaders After Rasulullah (S)

The students will learn the names of the four khalifas in Islam. They will also learn a few
important points about each khalifa.

14

Ibrahim (A): A Friend of Allāh

This lesson introduces an elementary biography of prophet Ibrahim (A). The students will learn
about a few important incidents that shaped his life.

15

Yaqub and Yusuf (A)

In this lesson the students will learn about two prophets, their relationship and short biograhphy.

16

Musa and Harun (A)

In this lesson the students will learn about two other prophets, their relationship and their duties.

17

Yunus (A): Saved from a
Fish’s Body

In this lesson the students will learn about the history of Yunus (A) and how he was saved from
the sea by a large fish.

18

Angels: Our Helpers

The students will learn about angels, what are their job and how do they help us. They will also
learn some of the names of the angels.

19

Food That We May Eat

The students will learn a basic idea of types of the food that we may eat. They will also learn
about the prohibited food in Islam.

20

Truthfulness

The students will learn about the importance of truthfulness. It is much more than just speaking
truth. It is a great moral building lesson.

21

Kindness

The students will learn the importance of kindness. Showing kindness makes a person strong. It
is a great moral building lesson.

22

Respect

The students will learn the importance of showing respect. It is a great moral building lesson.

23

Responsibility

The students will learn the importance of responsibility. They will learn why Islam emphasizes
responsibility. It is a great moral building lesson.

24

Obedience

If we do not show obedience, things around us will be in a mess. The students will learn why
Islam emphasizes obedience. It is a great moral building lesson.

25

Cleanliness

Cleanliness is a vital duty for all Muslims. The lesson teaches why, how and when we should
clean ourselves.

26

Honesty

It is important that we show honesty in our behavior. The Prophet (S) was very honest person. It
is a great moral building lesson.

27

The Day of Judgment

The students will get a brief idea about the Day of Judgment. When it will happen, why it will
happen and what will happen on that Day.

28

Muslims From Different
Nations

The students will learn about Muslims from all over the world. Unity in diversity makes the
Muslims a great nation.
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Level 3: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

What Does Allāh Do

In this introductory lesson the student will learn about Allāh through His activities. These
activities declare His Oneness.

2

Some Names of Allāh

The students will learn about some of the names of Allāh. Through these names they will
understand many dimensions of Allāh.

3

Allāh: The Most-Merciful

Of all other things, Allāh is the Most-Merciful. The students will learn about the mercy of Allāh
and why He chose to identify Himself as the Ar-Rahman.

4

Allāh: The Best Judge

To be able to judge fairly is a great quality. Allāh is the Best Judge. Why does He judge? The
students will get an overview of Allāh’s judgment.

5

We Are Muslims: We Have
Iman

We are Muslims because we have Iman. What is our Iman? The students will get a review of
their learning and also learn about our Iman.

6

Other Names of the Qur’ān

The Qur’ān is known by many other names. Each name tells about a significant feature of the
Qur’ān and its role in our life.

7

Hadith

The students will learn about Hadith, its role in our life. They will learn about the six books of
Hadith and their compilers.

8

Shahadah: Declaring
Oneness of Allāh

The curriculum continues to emphasize Shahadah. The students will learn why we declare
Oneness of Allāh and why this declaration makes us Muslim.

9

Types of Salāt

As students approach an age when they are starting doing regular salat, they are introduced to
types of salat and their relative importance.

10

Why to do Salāt

Why is everybody required to do salat? The students will learn why salat is so important and
why we may never skip it.

11

Sawm: 3rd Pillar of Islam

In this lesson the students will learn more about fasting, its value and its requirements. What
makes fasting valid and what makes it invalid?

12

Charity: 4th Pillar of Islam

The students will learn why Muslims have to give zakat. They will learn more details about who
is required to give it and who can receive zakat.

13

Hajj: 5th Pillar of Islam

The students will learn about Hajj with additional details. They will learn about the rituals and the
places associated with the rituals.

14

Prophet in Makkah

This lesson provides a summary of the Prophet’s (S) life in Makkah – starting from his birth,
childhood, receipt of prophethood, until he migrated to Madinah.

15

Prophet in Madinah

This lesson provides a summary of the Prophet’s (S) life in Madinah.

16

How Rasul Treated Others

During his entire life, the Prophet (S) treated people with dignity, truthfulness, compassion and
love. The lesson provides some of the details.

17

Ismā’īl and Ishāq (A)

The students are introduced to the life and activities of two prophets – Ismā’īl And Ishāq (A).

18

Dāwūd (A): A Prophet of
Allāh

The students will learn about prophet Dāwūd (A). They will learn about his main achievements
and qualities as an honest judge.

19

‘Isā (A): A Prophet of Allāh

The students will learn about prophet ‘Isā (A). They will learn about what made him a great
prophet and why Allāh blessed him all his life.

20

Being Kind: A Virtue of
Believers

The title of the lesson speaks for itself. The students will learn about this important value of
Islam and relate it to their daily activities.

21

Forgiveness: A Quality of the
Believers

The title of the lesson tells about it. The students will learn why forgiveness is important and
relate the quality of forgiveness in their everyday conduct.

22

Good Deeds: A Duty of the
Believers

Students will be introduced to the concept of Good Deeds. They will learn how and why they can
do good deeds in their daily life.

23

Cleanliness: A Quality of the
Believers

This lesson emphasizes importance of cleanliness in Islam. The students will learn some of the
ways they need to keep them clean.

24

The Right Path: The Straight
Path

The students will learn about the importance of the Right Path in Islam. They will learn why they
need to follow this path.

25

Muslim Family

The students will learn the “concept” of a family in Islam. They will understand that a good and
strong family bond makes a good Muslim.

26

Perseverance: Never Give Up The students will learn about importance of perseverance through examples drawn from the
lives of some prophets.

27

Punctuality

The students will learn why Islam emphasizes punctuality and how to do things on time.

28

Jinn

The students will learn what the jinn do, how they were created and what do they do in our life.

29

Muslims in North America

This lesson provides a brief overview of Islam in North America. Schools in Canada, Europe and
Australia will get pdf files of Islam in Canada, Europe or Australia respectively.
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Level 4: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Rewards of Allāh

In this introductory lesson the students will learn about the rewards of Allāh, how to recognize
the rewards and how in many different ways He rewards us.

2

Discipline of Allāh

After learning about the rewards of Allāh, the students will learn why sometimes Allāh needs to
discipline us. How He does it and how can we avoid it?

3

Some Names of Allāh

The curriculum continues to emphasize the beautiful names of Allāh. These are not just names,
but qualities that we should practice in our daily conduct.

4

Books of Allāh

The students will learn about the books of Allāh. What were some of the past books Allāh sent to
other prophets? What happened to those books?

5

Pre-Islamic Arab

Before discussing the following lessons (6 through 18), the students are introduced to the
condition of life in Arabia before Islam came.

6

The Year of the Elephant

The lesson provides a summary of the two significant unrelated events that happened in Arabia
in the “Year of the Elephant.”

7

Early Life of Muhammad (S)

This lesson provides the history of early life of Muhammad (S) from the time of his birth.

8

Life Before Prophethood

In this lesson the students will learn about the life of Muhammad (S) during his adult life – before
he became a prophet.

9

Receipt of Prophethood

This lesson describes the actual event in Cave Hira where Muhammad (S) received the first
revelation and became a messenger of Allāh.

10

Makkan Period

This lesson describes the thirteen years of propeht’s (S) life in Makkah, highlighting some of the
significant events.

11

Pledges of Aqabah

Migration to Madīnah was preceded by visitation of a group of people from Yathrib. They signed
two pledges. The students will learn about these pledges.

12

Hijrat to Madīnah

In this lesson the students will learn about the actual hijrat – the night the Prophet (S) escaped,
his stay in a cave and his journey to Madīnah.

13

Madīnan Period

This lesson provides a summary of the entire Madīnan period – particularly highlighting some of
the battles fought in Madīnah.

14

Victory of Makkah

Within eight years of migration, the Prophet (S) came back to Makkah and conquered the city.
The lesson provides a summary of the victory of Makkah.

15

Abu Bakr

Earlier the students learned about the Khalifas. The life and achievements of the four Rightly
Guided Khalifas are introduced – staring with Abu Bakr.

16

Umar al-Khattāb

The students will learn about Umar al-Khattāb – his life and achievements as a Khalifa of the
Muslim world.

17

‘Uthman ibn Affān

The students will learn about ‘Uthman Ibn Affān – his life and achievements as a Khalifa of the
Muslim world.

18

‘Ali ibn Abu Talib

The students will learn about ‘Ali – the fourth and the final Rightly Guided Khalifa.

19

Compilers of Hadīth

After the Prophet (S) and the khalifas passed away, people began compiling the Hadīth. This
lesson provides an overview of the famous compilers of Hadīth.

20

Shaitān’s Mode of Action

This lesson introduces the students about how Shaitān works and how we can remain alert so
as not to fall victim of his sweet false words.

21

Hūd (A)

This lesson presents a summary account of prophet Hūd (A) – his life and activities among the
people of ‘Ad.

22

Sālih (A)

This lesson presents a summary account of prophet Sālih (A) – his life and activities among the
people of ‘Thamūd

23

Mūsā (A)

In this lesson the students will learn a short overview of the entire life of Mūsā (A) – starting from
his birth until he rescued the Israelites.

24

Sulaimān (A)

The students will learn about the overall life and achievements of prophet Sulaimān (A). His
dealing with jinn and queen of Sheba is covered briefly.

25

Truthfulness

The students will learn about the importance of truthfulness in Islam. It is much more than just
speaking the truth. It is a great moral building lesson.

26

Perseverance

The quality of perseverance continues to be emphasized. The students will learn about the
importance of perseverance through real life examples.

27

Day of Judgment

This lesson provides a brief overview of the Day of Judgment. They will learn how we can
prepare ourselves to do well on the Day.

28

‘Eid and its Significance

The students will learn about two Eid in Islam – when they are celebrated, what do we do the
two Eid and what message does Eid carry for us.
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Level 5: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Allāh Our Sole Master

In this short introductory lesson, the students will learn why Allāh is our One and Only Master.
They will learn why it is impossible to have any other masters.

2

Why Should We Worship
Allāh

The lesson provides solid reasons as to why we should worship nothig else but Allāh. The
lesson strengthens our faith and promotes god-consciousness.

3

Revelation of the Qur’ān

The lesson provides the process of revelation of the Qur’ān. Understanding of the process helps
us affirm our trust in the divine book.

4

Characteristics of Prophets

All past prophets had some common characteristics. This analytical lesson provides an insight
to the mode of activities of all the prophets.

5

Battle of Badr

The students learned about the Battle of Badr earlier. This lesson provides additional details
about the battle and how it shaped the course of Islam.

6

Battle of Uhud

This lesson provides the details about the Battle of Uhud. In the history of the battle we can find
a moral for us to learn and understand.

7

Battle of the Trench

The battle against a mighty opponent was thwarted in an innovative manner. The lesson
provides details of the battle and highlights the moral lesson for us.

8

Hudaibiyah Treaty

This lesson provides an elementary knowledge about the Hudaibiyah Treaty. The students will
learn why the treaty was a clear victory for the Muslims.

9

Conquest of Makkah

In a dramatic turn of events, the Prophet (S) conquered Makkah eight years after fleeing from it.
The lesson provides the essential details.

10

Adam (A)

The lesson provides a short account of Adam’s (A) life. Through his trail and triumph against the
temptation of Shaitān, we learn many important lessons.

11

Ibrāhīm (A) and His
Arguments

Ibrāhīm (A) was known for his skill at intelligent debates. The lesson describes some of the
events to show the wisdom behind his debates with the people.

12

Ibrāhīm (A) and the Idols

Once Ibrāhīm (A) broke a few idols to prove that the idols were useless. The lesson describes
the event and highlights the abiding moral for all of us.

13

Luqmān (A) and His
Teachings

Luqmān’s (A) advice to his son highlights the core teachings of Islam and key duties for all
Muslims. The lesson explains his advice in a simple language.

14

Yūsuf (A) – Childhood

The life of Yūsuf (A) is discussed in three lessons. This lesson highlights the important events in
his childhood and explains the moral for all of us.

15

Yūsuf (A) – Life in Prison

Yūsuf (A) spent a significant part of his life in prison to uphold the truth. His prison life also
shaped his future. The lesson discusses those episodes and morals.

16

Yusuf (A) – Dealing with His
Brothers

Yūsuf’s (A) dealing with his brothers is full of dramatic events. The lesson describes the events
and highlights the moral lesson.

17

Ayyūb (A)

In the history of Ayyūb (A) lies a great example of perseverance and utmost trust upon Allāh.
The lesson points out his trials and triumph.

18

Zakariyyāh and Yahyā (A)

This lesson discusses the life and history of the last father and son prophets in Islam and how
they are referred to in the Qur’ān.

19

Maryam

This lesson describes the entire life of Maryam – starting from her birth until the time she and
her son ‘Isā (A) were persecuted by the people.

20

Major Mosques in the World

Wherever Muslims go, they build mosques. In the past several famous mosques were built in
the world. The lesson provides a short summary.

21

Upholding Truth

Upholding the truth is a key duty of all believers. The lesson provides some of the teachings
from the Qur’ān to encourage students to stand up for truth.

22

Responsibility and Punctuality

With responsibility comes the sense of punctuality – both of which are equally important in
Islam. Students will learn about both these qualities.

23

My mind, my body

Just as we keep our body clean through wudu and shower, we need to work to keep our mind
clean too. This is a great moral building lesson for all youths.

24

Kindness and Forgiveness

The students will learn why kindness and forgiveness are interrelated and understand the
importance of kindness and forgiveness in their daily conduct.

25

Middle Path

This lesson explains what is a Middle Path, how to identify it and follow the path.

26

Salat: Its Significance

By now many students are performing regular salāt. This lesson shows them some of the values
and benefits of salāt.

27

Sawm: Its Significance

By now many students observe fasting during Ramadan. This lesson shows them some of the
values and benefits of fasting.

28

Zakat and Sadaqah:
Similarities and Differences

Are Zakat and sadaqah same? What are the similarities and dissimilarities? How to give zakat
and sadaqah, when to give, how much to give to whom to give?
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Level 6: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Attributes of Allāh: These are
the Most Beautiful

Another way to learn about the most beautiful names of Allāh is by understanding the attributes
of Allāh. This lesson provides the necessary details.

2

Promise of Allāh: It is Always
True

By drawing examples from the Qur’ān, this lesson explains the power behind the Promise of
Allāh and shows why the promise is always true.

3

Objective of the Qur’ān

The objective of the Qur’an is to provide guidance. However, there are many other objectives.
This lesson highlights some of the objectives of the Qur’ān.

4

Compilation of the Qur’ān

Compilation and preservation of the Qur’ān was methodical, accurate and timely. This lesson
provides an analysis of the process of compilation.

5

Previous Scriptures and the
Qur’ān

The students will learn about the past books sent by Allāh. What were some of features of
these past books? What happened to these books?

6

Importance of Shahādah

The importance of Shahādah is not just reciting a statement but implementing the message in
our daily life. This lesson shows us how this can be done.

7

Compilation of Hadīth

The process of compiling Hadīth was methodical, scientific and long stretched out. This lesson
provides an overview of the entire process.

8

Nūh (A): Truth is Most
Important

Nūh had to abandon his wife and son because establishing Truth was more important. The
lesson provides an analytical study of his life and struggle for truth.

9

Tālūt, Jālūt and Dāwūd(A)

This lesson provides a summary of interconnection of Tālūt, Jālūt and Dāwūd(A) and the
struggle of the believers against falsehood.

10

Dāwūd and Sulaimān (A)

This lesson highlights some of the events mentioned in the Qur’ān about the life and
achievements of Dāwūd and Sulaimān (A) – the father and son prophets.

11

Sulaimān (A) and the Queen

The Qur’ān has a beautiful narration about Sulaimān’s (A) dealing with queen Bilqis. This
lesson provides the necessary details.

12

Mūsā (A) and Fir‘awn

A large part of Mūsā’s (A) life was spent in dealing with Fir‘awn. This lesson highlights some of
the events that involved both of them.

13

Bani Isrā’īl: Life after Their
Rescue

The history of Bani Isrā’īl after their rescue from Egypt is full of trial, betrayal and struggle for
truth. This lesson highlights some of the historical details.

14

Mūsā (A) and Khidir

The Qur’ān has a beautiful story about Mūsā (A) and his travel with Khidir. This lesson
describes their travel and explains the strange events.

15

‘Isā (A) and Maryam (ra)

The life of ‘Isā (A) and Maryam (ra) is mentioned in the Qur’ān in many sūrah. This lesson
provides the Qur’ānic explanation of their life and activities.

16

Khadījah (ra): Finest Example
of a Committed Wife

We can find one of the best examples of commitment, perseverance, and steadfastness in the
life of Khadījah (ra). This is a great moral building lesson.

17

‘Ā’ishah (ra): Beloved Wife of
the Prophet (S)

The students will learn about the marriage and some of the historical turns of events in the life
of one of the most beloved wives of the Prophet (S).

18

Fātimah (ra): The Lady of the
Light

In this lesson the greatness of Fātimah (ra) is highlighted. We can learn many important values
from her life that we can apply in our everyday life.

19

Al-Qiyāmah: The Awakening

The concept of al-Qiyāmah is spread throughout the Qur’ān. This lesson provides an
explanation of the meaning of al-Qiyāmah as given in the Qur’ān.

20

Rūh and Nafs: An Overview

The concept of rūh and nafs is explained in a simple and easy to understand manner.

21

The Angels and The Jinn

This lesson provides an overview of angels and jinn – stressing upon their duties and roles.

22

Shaitān: The Invisible Enemy

The Qur’ān and Sunnah instructed us to stay away from our enemy – Shaitān. This lesson
explains how we can identify and avoid his temptations.

23

Taqwā: The Quality of True
Believers

On the other side of shaitān’s temptation lies taqwā or God Consciousness. This lesson
explains what is taqwā and how we can increase it in our life.

24

My Friend is a Muslim Now

Through a story about a young boy whose family accepted Islam, this lesson highlights why
and what draws some people towards Islam.

25

Friendship: With Others and
With Opposite Gender

The lesson explains the Islamic perspective of friendship – what to look for when making
friendship with people of other faiths and with the people of opposite sex.

26

‘Reading’ Salāt or Performing
Salāt

Are we to “read” salat in a robotic process or are we to “perform” salāt. This lesson explains the
importance of performing salāt.

27

Muslims Around the World

This lesson provides an interesting insight of Muslims around the world. In many countries they
are the minority. An eye opener for all students.

28

People of Other Faiths

We live in a world with people from other faiths. This lesson shows us how we can appreciate
people of other faith and live in harmony with them.
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Level 7: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Why Islam, What is Islam?

The students will learn what Islam is and why we need to follow Islam. They will learn how they
can apply five tests to determine the authenticity of Islam.

2

The Qur’ān: Its Qualitative
Names

The Qur’ān is known by many qualitative names. Each name tells us about a significant feature
of the Qur’ān and its role in our life.

3

Istighfār: Seeking Forgiveness
and Protection

This lesson explains the process of seeking istighār – forgiveness and protection with Allāh.
Without it we will be in a loss. Even prophets sought istighfār.

4

Allāh: Angry or Kind

What is Allāh’s most dominant quality – is it His wrath or it is His kindness? This lesson explains
the dominant quality of Allāh that we tend to forget.

5

Islamic Greeting: Wishing
Peace

This lesson discusses the beauty and greatness of the Islamic greeting “Assalamu Alaikum.”
The students will learn why this greeting is the best forms of greeting.

6

Ādam(A): The Trial of the First
Human Being

In the story of Adam (A) lies great message to withstand trial and avert bad temptations to which
many youngsters are attracted. A great moral building lesson.

7

‘Ād and Thamūd:
The history of ‘Ad and Thamūd is recounted to highlight the underlying moral that applies even
Consequence for Defying Allāh today.

8

Life of Ibrāhīm(A): Early Life
and Mission

The early life of Ibrāhīm (A) is narrated to illustrate his struggle to establish truth. The students
will learn many episodes that happened during this period of his life.

9

Life of Ibrāhīm(A): Beginning
of a New Generation

Ibrāhīm (A) was the forefather of two great nations. This lesson explains how he started his
family that resulted in the formation of two nations.

10

Sacrifice of Ibrāhīm(A)

All of his life, Ibrāhīm (A) sacrificed many of his near and dear ones to establish truth. This
lesson discusses some of his sacrifices and explains the underlying moral for us.

11

Lūt (A): Message for the
Modern Societies

In the history of Lūt (A) lies a strong message that is extremely relevant in the modern times.
The students will learn the moral of his teachings.

12

Yūsuf (A): Will to Overcome
Temptation

Yūsuf (A) was able to resist the seduction of his master’s wife. This lesson explains how he was
able to remain steadfast and what lesson we can learn from his example.

13

The Companions of the Cave

The story of the Companions of the Cave is narrated to analytically explain their possible
identity. But above all the students will learn about the story.

14

Dhu al-Qurnain: The Journey
of a King

The students will learn about the Qur’ānic story of Dhu al-Qurnain and his travel. They will also
explore the possible identity of the king.

15

Abū Sufyān: His Life and
Achievements

Abū Sufyān was once an enemy then a companion. He shaped the early history of Islam in
many ways. The students will learn about his life and contributions.

16

Khālid Ibn Al-Walīd: The
“Sword of Allāh”

Khālid Ibn Al-Walīd was once an enemy then a companion. He was a great army general. The
students will learn about his contribution in the expansion of the Muslim empire.

17

How to Achieve Success

The meaning of success is different with different people. The students will learn what type of
success they should be aiming for in their life.

18

Character of the Prophets

All prophets had several common strengths in their character that we can trace and try to follow
in our daily life. This analytical lesson provides the character traits of all the prophets.

19

Marriages of Muhammad (S)

Students will learn about the reasons and circumstances under which the Prophet (S) married
several women at one period in his life.

20

Purification: Physical and
Spiritual “Hygiene”

The students will learn about the importance of physical and spiritual purification. They will learn
about various ways such purifications are done.

21

Permitted and Prohibited

The list of permitted and prohibited in Islam is long. The students will learn the concept covers
everything from food, behavior, clothing, wealth etc.

22

Lailatul Qadr: The Night of
Majesty

This lesson provides an analysis of Lailatul Qadr with an emphasis to understand its majesty.
The students will learn how to extract the best on this blessed night.

23

Fasting in Ramadan: The
Month of Endless Benefits

The month of Ramadan is full of blessings. The students will learn what they can do to earn
endless blessings in this month.

24

My Family is Muslim Now

Through a story about a young boy whose family accepted Islam, this lesson highlights why and
what draws some people towards Islam.

25

Amr bil ma’ruf: Enjoin Good
Deeds

One of the strongest appeals of Islam is to enjoin good and forbid evil. This lesson analyzes the
concept and encourages students to practice Amr bil ma’ruf.

26

Guard Your Tongue: Think
Before You Speak

The title of the lesson explains all. However, there are much more to it. This moral building
lesson encourages students to guard their tongue.

27

Lessons from Past
Civilizations

The Qur’ān says travel on the earth and see what was the end of the sinners. Unless we learn
from past civilization we will pay heavy price. This is a great moral building lesson.

28

Science in the Qur’ān

This lesson explains some of the fascinating scientific truths mentioned in the Qur’ān.
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Level 8: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Divine Names

There are many ways we can classify and analyze the names of Allāh. One of the ways is to
find the names also declare Oneness of Allāh. This lesson provides the analysis of the topic.

2

Objective of the Qur’ān

The primary objective of the Qur’an is to provide guidance. However, there are many other
objectives. This lesson highlights some of the objectives of the Qur’ān.

3

Hadīth: Collection and
Classification

The process of collection and compilation of Hadīth was methodical, scientific and long
stretched out. This lesson provides an overview of the entire process.

4

Madhhab: A Brief Overview

Vast majority of Muslims belong to one of the four prominent Madhhab. This lesson provides
a serious analysis of the four madhhab.

5

Hope, Hopefulness,
Hopelessness

One of the traits of believers is they never give up hope. This lesson discusses why believers
express hope and why some people express hopelessness.

6

Trial in Life: Everybody Will
Experience It

The title of the topic tells about the content. The question is how we can identify trial and how
we can emerge successful. A great moral building lesson.

7

Friends - Friendship: Who is a
Good Friend

Who can be our good friend? This lesson provides an in-depth discussion of the concept and
shows us who we can take as friend and which friendship we should avoid.

8

Friendship with Non-Muslims

In ordinary circumstance we can make friendship with non-Muslims, however under certain
circumstances we cannot. This lesson provides an analytical study of the concept.

9

Dating: How Islam Looks at
the Issue

This lesson prepares Muslim youths to understand what Islam says about dating and whether
or not they can date. A great moral building lesson.

10

Duties Towards Parents

Duties towards parents are the second most important duty after worshipping Allāh. This
lesson provides an analytical appreciation of the topic.

11

Islam for Middle School
Students

This lesson discusses some of the issues Muslim middle school students are facing in the
West and provides them with pertinent solutions to their problems.

12

The Battle of Badr

With this lesson the students will return to the early history of Islam. This lesson covers
details of the Battle of Badr to provide a greater depth and understanding.

13

The Battle of Uhud

This lesson discusses how the Battle of Uhud was fought, emphasizing upon its various turn
of events that shaped the history of early Islam.

14

Banu Qaynuqa: Threat Within
Madīnah

Soon after the Battle of Badr, Banu Qaynuqa was expelled from Madīnah. What happened
with them and why were they expelled. This lesson analyzes the event.

15

Banu Nadīr: Treachery in
Madīnah

Soon after the Battle of Uhud, Banu Nadīr was expelled from Madīnah. What happened with
them and why were they expelled. This lesson analyzes the event.

16

The Battle of Khandaq

This lesson provides details of the Battle of Khandaq, emphasizing upon its various turn of
events that shaped the history of early Islam.

17

Banu Qurayzah

Soon after the Battle of Khandaq, about 700 men of Banu Qurayzah were killed. Why were
they killed and what happened with the rest of the people? This lesson analyzes the event.

18

Sūrah Al-Ahzāb on the Battle
of Khandaq

This lesson provides hands-on training as to how students can interpret and analyze some of
the verses from sūrah al-Ahzāb that deal with the Battle of Khandaq.

19

Hudaibiyah Treaty: A Clear
Victory

Behind the incident leading to signing of the Hudaibiyah Treaty, there were many trials and
conflicts that Muslims had to withstand. This lesson provides an analysis.

20

Mission to Tabūk: A Test of
Steadfastness

As the title indicates, the Mission to Tabūk was a severe test for the believers. This lesson
provides an interesting analysis of the entire mission.

21

Farewell Pilgrimage

This lesson provides an in-depth analysis of the Farewell Pilgrimage with an emphasis on the
message of the Farewell Khutba delivered by the Prophet (S).

22

Performance of Hajj

This lesson provides step by step analysis of all the rituals of Hajj, starting with day one until
the pilgrims return.

23

Paradise and Hell

The concept of Paradise and Hell is one of the central themes in the Qur’ān. This lesson
provides an overview of Paradise and Hell.

24

Finality of the Prophethood

Majority of the Muslims believe Muhammad (S) is the Final Prophet and no prophet can come
after him. This lesson confirms the belief though an analytical study.

25

Early History of Shī‘ah

This lesson provides a historical analysis of how the Shī‘ah groups emerged and what were
the issues that led them to break away from the rest of the Muslims.

26

Umayyad Dynasty

The students will learn about the first Muslim dynasty that was formed soon after the last of
the four Khalīfas died.

27

Abbasid Dynasty

This lesson provides an analytical overview of the rise and fall of Abbasid Dynasty.

28

Permitted and Prohibited Food With large variety of eating choices available today, the students need to know what they can
eat and what they should avoid.
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Level 9: Course outline and brief objective of each lesson
1

Signs of Allāh in nature

The Qur’ān asked us to study the nature to “discover” the signs of Tawhid. This introductory
lesson sets up the tone and seriousness needed to understand rest of the lesson in this level.

2

Ponder over Qur’ān

In verse 47:24 Allāh asks why are people not pondering over the Qur’ān – is it because their
hearts are locked? This lesson discusses the importance of pondering over the message of the
Qur’ān.

3

Preservation and Compilation
of the Qur’ān

Preservation and compilation of the Qur’ān was methodical, scientific and accurate. The lesson
discusses the process in detail.

4

Ibadat - Some easy ways to
do it

Besides doing the rituals, ibadat of Allāh involves many other activities. This lesson shows
various forms of Ibadat.

5

Why human being are
superior

Why human beings are superior, what makes them superior? What are the moral and spiritual
duties of creatures that are superior?

6

Is Islam a violent religion

This lesson discusses the topic and shows Islam is not a violet religion.

7

Peer Pressure

Nobody is immune from peer pressure – even adults experience peer pressure. This lesson
shows how to recognize and avoid peer pressure.

8

Choices We make

Who we are what we do are determined by the choices we make in life. This lesson shows our
life in this world and in the Hereafter is determined by choices we make.

9

Dating in Islam

High school students are increasingly curious about dating issue. This lesson discusses how
Islam views about dating and how the students need to respond to dating pressure.

10

Alcohol and Gambling

Part of high school and adult life exposes the youths to the temptation of alcohol and gambling.
This lesson discusses the issues in simple, meaningful terms.

11

Permitted and Prohibited
Food

Prohibited food are available everywhere. What does the Qur’ān say about the prohibited food?
This lesson is an eye opener for Muslim youths growing up in the West.

12

Food of the People of the
Book

The Qur’ān says foods of the People of the Book are permissible to eat. What are the
implications of this permission? This lesson critically discusses the issue.

13

Khadījah (ra)

This lesson analyzes the life and personality of Khadījah (ra) to show her level of commitment
and dedication for the cause of Islam and family life.

14

Prophet’s Multiple Marriage

The Prophet’s (S) multiple marriage is re-introduced with additional details to explain various
nuances.

15

Marriage with Zainab (ra)

This lesson discusses marriage of Zainab (ra) in the light of the Qur’ānic verses.

16

The Prophet (S) – A great
Army General

The Prophet (S) was also a successful, self-made army general, whose intelligence, alertness
and maneuvers ensured Muslim success in all the battles.

17

God’s Chosen People

Are the Jews God’s chosen people? If so what does it require them to do? This lesson
discusses the implication of being God’s Chosen People.

18

Mūsā’s Personality

This lesson presents a critical analysis of Mūsā’s personality in order to understand what made
him a great prophet.

19

Prophecy of Muhammad in
the Bible

The advent of Muhammad (S) is mentioned in the Bible. This lesson explains many of the
prophecies in the light of Islam.

20

Shī‘ah Muslims

This lesson is continuation of the lesson from 8th grade. The lesson provides an introduction to
Shī‘ah Muslims with an emphasis upon various Shī‘ah denominations.

21

Muslims in North America

This lesson is an overview of early settlement of Muslims in North America.

22

Life cycle of truth - examples
from prophets lives

This analytical lesson explains the life cycle of truth – with examples drawn from prophets lives
to encourage students to stand up for truth.

23

How Ramadan can bring the
best in us

This inspiring lesson shows how each youth can bring his or her best during Ramadan.

24

Indecency

Islam strongly encourages avoiding indecency in behavior. This lesson explains what
constitutes indecent in Islam and how youths can avoid indecency.

25

Allegations Against the
Prophet

Early disbelievers accused the Prophet (S) as liar, soothsayer, crazy, forger to name a few
derogatory terms This lesson explains the deeper meaning of these allegations.

26

Family Values

What is a family in Islam and what are the family values? This lesson explains how to preserve
and promote good family values.

27

Shariah

This lesson is an introduction to Shariah and its importance in Muslim life.

28

Justice In Islam

One of the key values of Islam is to do justice. This lesson discusses the significance of justice
and how youths can emulate the quality of being just in life.
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Prophet Muhammad (S)
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Assalamu alaikum. Welcome to the class. Let us start by coloring
this picture. This is the masjid of the Prophet (S). Let us color the round
dome green.
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Prophet Muhammad (S) is the Last Prophet of Islam. He was
born many years back in Arabia. His father’s name was Abdullah. His
mother’s name was Amina. Muhammad (S) grew up in a town called
Makkah.
Once Muhammad (S) went to a
cave to think. At night, an angel came
to him. He was Angel Jibril. He came
with some words of the Qur’an. Allah
made Muhammad (S) a prophet.
Prophet Muhammad (S) told
everyone to be a good person. He told people to worship one Allah.
Some people of Makkah did not like him. They became very mean to
the Prophet (S).
Our dear Prophet Muhammad (S) could not live in Makkah any
more. He and other Muslims went to live in Madinah. Many people in
Madinah became Muslims.
After many years, our Prophet Muhammad (S) came back to Makkah.
People of Makkah now became Muslims.
Prophet Muhammad (S) is the best person. Allah gave him the
Qur’an for us. We want to live the way Prophet Muhammad (S) had
lived.

Words that I learned today:
Prophet • Arabia • Abdullah • Amina • Makkah • Jibril • Worship • Madinah
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1. Circle C for correct, W for wrong.
Muhammad (S) is the First Prophet.

C

W

Angel Jibril brought words of the
Qur’an to Muhammad (S)

C

W

People of Makkah made Muhammad
(S) a prophet

C

W

2. Fill in the blanks.
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Muhammad (S) was born in ________________.

3. Circle the correct answers.

Sa

We should worship one ____________________.

Which angel brought the Qur’an?
Angel Jibril
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Angel Makkah

Angel Madinah

Muhammad (S) moved from Makkah to which
town?
London

Madinah

New York

Who was the mother of Muhammad (S)?
Madinah

Salima

Amina

4. Match the words by drawing a line.
Qur’an

is an angel

Makkah

is a Prophet

Jibril

is a town

Muhammad (S)

is a Book
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Angels: Our Helpers
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Assalamu alaikum. Welcome to the class. Let us start by coloring this
mountain, called Jabal Nur. Cave Hira is in this mountain. Angel Jibril
brought the ﬁrst verses of the Qur’an to Muhammad (S) in this cave.

As Muslims, we believe in angels. In Arabic, angels are called malak.
Angels are made of light, just as we are made of clay. We do not see the
angels, but they are always around us.
Whenever we do a good thing, an angel writes it down. All our good
work will help us go to Heaven. If we do a bad thing, an angel quickly
writes it down. We cannot hide any bad thing from Allah (swt). We should
be careful, and not do any bad things.
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When we do good things, the angels help us. The angels always helped
our Rasulullah (S), because he was a very good man. Once a large number
of bad people came to ﬁght with our prophet Muhammad (S). At that
time, there were only a few Muslims. The enemies were strong. Because
the Muslims were good people, large number of angles came to help. The
enemies lost the ﬁght. They had to run away.
The angels do many things for Allah (swt). They always listen to the
orders of Allah (swt). Angel Jibril had the big job of bringing the Qur’an
to our Rasulullah (S). One night, Muhammad (S) was inside a cave called
Hira. At that time Angle Jibril brought him some verses of the Qur’an.
Angel Jibril told Muhammad (S) that he was a prophet of Allah.
When Allah (swt) made the ﬁrst man Adam (A), the angels bowed to
man. The angels agreed to help the people. The angels pray to Allah (swt)
for us. They save us from bad things.
When we need help, we make du‘a to Allah (swt). When Allah (swt)
orders the angels to help us, they quickly help us. They never say no to
Allah (swt).
We know the names of some angels. Angel Mikail brings rewards for
us. Angel Israﬁl will blow a big trumpet when the world will end. Angel
Malik will bring the punishments in the Hell. We also know the names of
two angels Harut and Marut.

Words that I learned today:
Jabal Nur • Malak • Jibril • Hira • Bowed • Du‘a • Mikail •
Israfil • Malik • Harut • Marut •
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1. Write the names of six angels as given in the lesson.
_________________________

2.

_________________________

3.

_________________________

4.

_________________________

5.

_________________________

6.

_________________________

Sa

1.

2. Circle the correct choice:
In Arabic, angels are called:

Hira / Malak / Jabal

Angels are made out of:

Clay / Skin / Light

The Qur’an started to come when Muhammad (S) was in:
Egypt / Cave Hira / Cave Harut
3. When we are in diﬃculty, angels help us.
Should we pray to angels to help us? Write Yes or No.___
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Whom should we pray for help? _________________
4. Draw lines to match the names of the angels with their work
Jibril

Punishment in Hell

Israﬁl

Bring the Qur’an

Mikail

Blow the Trumpet

Malik

Brings rewards

5. Why do you think the angels helped Muhammad (S) against
his enemies?
______________________________________________
____________________________
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The Right Path: The Straight Path
Objective of the Lesson:
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The Right Path is the path loved by Allāh. He says we should always follow the Right Path. This lesson
discusses what is the Right Path and how we can know which path is the Right Path and how to follow the
path.
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he Right Path is not a path of gravel, rocks or concrete
that we can walk, ride or drive. It is not an imaginary
path either. This path is the path of good Muslims. All of
us should walk on this path. This path shows us how to
live our life. The reason it is mentioned as a path because it
takes us to a good ﬁnish.
If we live a good life, we are walking on the right path
and we will reach a good place. If we live a bad life, we
are walking on the wrong path and we will reach a bad
place. Everything we do in this life will determine if
we are walking on the right path.
Allāh told us to walk on the right path. He has shown
us which path is the right path. In the past Allāh sent
many prophets so that they could show the right path to
the people. Allāh sent Prophet Muhammad (S) to show
us the right path. Muhammad (S) himself walked on
the right path taught by Allāh. Through his examples
Muhammad (S) showed all of us how to walk on the
right path. His examples are called the Sunnah.
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The right path is made clear from the wrong path. Nobody can say they did not
see the right path and took a wrong turn. All the past prophets walked on the right
path. All the good believers walked on the right path. This path was tested by the
past prophets and good believers. From their experience we know the path will take
us to the best things in this life and in the life after death. Allāh always rewards those
who walk on the right path.
The right path is also the straight path. Allāh wants us to walk on the straight
path. A straight, right path does not have any danger or bad people on it. Only good
people walk on the straight, right path. If we walk on this path there is less chance
that we will skid oﬀ. A straight, right path is also the easiest path.
The right path is also a balanced path. A balanced path does not take us to
any extreme directions. In Islam we have to maintain balance in everything we do.
Excess of anything is bad.
Our parents, teachers, Imams and believers know which path is the right path.
When our parents tell us not to do something or not to go somewhere, they are
showing us the right path. If we always follow the teachings of the Prophet (S) we
cannot go towards the wrong path. If we follow the Qur’ān, Allāh will inspire us to
follow the right path.
Everyday, we recite Sūrah Fātihah in our salāt. In Sūrah Fātihah, we pray to Allāh
to guide us on the straight path. This path is a balanced path and it carries blessings
and rewards of Allāh.
The right path can lead us to a good ﬁnish which is the Heaven.

Words that I learned today:
Right Path • Sunnah

•

Straight Path

•

Balanced Path

•
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1. Everyday, we recite a sūrah asking Allāh so show us the right path. What is the
name of the sūrah?
__________________________________________________________
2. Where will the right path lead us to?
_________________________________________________________
3. How can we know which path is the right path?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
4. Circle T if the sentence is correct. Circle F if the sentence is false.
The right path is made clearly visible from the wrong path.

T

F

Only a few prophets walked on the right path.

T

F

The right path is also a balanced and straight path.

T

F

The right path is an imaginary path, therefore we cannot follow it.

T

F

If we want to go to Heaven, we should avoid the right path.

T

F
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5. The following sentences are either true or false. Put a 5mark if true, put a 6
mark if false.
A right, straight path is also the easiest path.
Too much of anything is good, therefore we should live a rich life.
All of our activities will decide if we are walking on the right path.
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The Qur’ān and Sunnah is unclear about which path is the right path.
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Perseverance: Keep on trying
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Aim of the Lesson:
Using the examples of Dāwūd (A) and Muhammad (S), students will learn how to achieve success. One of the
ways to achieve success is through perseverance. They will memorize a du‘ā made by Dāwūd (A) when he
faced the ferocious enemy, Jālūt.

P

erseverance is the quality of sticking to something until it is
done. Perseverance is not the same as patience. Patience is
tolerating pain or diﬃculty. We are patient when we wait without
complaining until the diﬃculty disappears by
itself. When we persevere, we work hard to
remove our diﬃculty. Perseverance is patience
together with constant work to remove the
problem. Climbing a mountain is an act of
perseverance. Unless we work hard to climb,
we will not reach to the peak of the mountain.
When we continue to work hard, it means we
stick to our project and we become successful.
The Arabic word for perseverance is sabr.
In Surah Al-‘Asr, Allāh (swt) tells us that one
of the strong qualities of the successful people
is sabr.103:3 Sometimes Allāh (swt) tests us with
something of fear, hunger, loss of property and
lives. However, those who persevere receive
glad tidings or good news of rewards from
Allāh (swt).2:155 Allāh (swt) told us to persevere
and be even better at persevering.3:200
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Sometimes, it seems that our eﬀorts are too
weak to complete a project. If you have to cut
down a large tree, two or three strokes of an ax
will hardly do the job. This will only chip small
chunks of wood. If you persevere and continue
striking the tree, it will not be too long before
the tree rumbles down. Our every project may
appear as big as an oak tree and our eﬀort as
small as an ax. Still if we are persistent, we can
accomplish any big task.
Long ago, there was a giant named Jālūt
(Goliath). He was big, tough and ruthless.
Nobody could ﬁght him. Everybody gave up the
plan to stop him from his evil work. There was
a little boy named Dāwūd (A) who did not give
up. He persevered and he kept on trying. Dāwūd (A) and Tālūt (Saul) came with a small
army to ﬁght Jālūt. They asked Allāh (swt) to give them perseverance. They prayed:

Rabbanā afrigh ‘alaynā sabran wa thabbit aqdāmanā wa-nsurnā ‘ala-l qawmi-l
kāﬁrīn.
Our Rabb! Pour down upon us perseverance, and make our feet ﬁrm, and help
us against the unbelieving people. (Al-Baqarah 2:250)
Because Dāwūd (A) and Tālūt had persevered, they were able to defeat mighty Jālūt.
Dāwūd (A) was a little boy when he defeated Jālūt. We learn that it is not the size or age
that matters; it is the perseverance that makes the diﬀerence.
Prophet Muhammad (S) was tortured and attacked by non-believers. How did
Muhammad (S) become so successful against the non-believers? By the grace of Allāh
(swt), our Rasul (S) practiced perseverance and persisted in his mission. He tried telling
the idol worshippers of Makkah to be good and be in the path of Allāh (swt). Many people
would not listen to him; this did not discourage our Rasul (S). He did not give up. He kept
on trying. He had to move to Madinah to keep on teaching people. In many places in the
Qur’an Allāh (swt) advised him: “Therefore you do persevere; surely the promise of Allāh is
true.”30:60, 40:55,77
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Sometimes it seems that sticking to a plan is diﬃcult. Fasting during Ramadan teaches
us how we can stick to a plan even if there is hardship. If we can tolerate hunger and thirst,
we can manage many other diﬃculties with equal ease. The meal after fasting is good, so
is the success after continuous eﬀort.
Whether you are solving a diﬃcult math problem, drawing a picture, or doing a science
project, you will be successful if you persevere. Many people do not see success because
they give up before reaching the goal. Allāh (swt) advised us to be persistent in reaching
success. Certainly the advice of Allāh (swt) is the best. Allāh (swt) always helps those who
try.8:46

fromhadith
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It is narrated that the Prophet (S) said: “Surely, a great reward comes from a great trial: When
Allah (swt) loves a people, he puts them to a trial. Who accepts the trial will enjoy Allāh’s pleasure
and who is unhappy with it, will have Allāh’s Displeasure.”
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1. What is the diﬀerence between patience and perseverance?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________

2. Memorize the du‘ā that Dāwūd (A) had made when he faced Jālūt. Be prepared to
recite the du‘ā in front of your teacher.
3. What was the quality of Dāwūd (A) that gave him victory over Jālūt?
____________________________________________________________

4. Read English translation of Sūrah Al-Insān, verse 76:12. How would Allāh (swt)
reward those who persevere, or those who have patience and work hard?
____________________________________________________________

5. From Sūrah 39, verse 10, ﬁnd out what would be the limit of the reward for those
who persevere.
_________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

6. Write two things that Rasulullah (S) did when people of Makkah did not listen to
him.
a. ____________________________________________________________
b. ____________________________________________________________
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The Battle of Badr: Allāh supports the righteous
Objective of the Lesson:
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Battle of Badr is an important event that changed the history of Muslims. If Muslims had lost this battle,
their progress or even survival would have been very difficult. The aim of this lesson is to briefly describe
the incidents that led to this battle, and explain how Muslims were successful against a much larger and
well-equipped troop.

I

n the year 622 CE, Muhammad (S) migrated from Makkah to
Madīnah to avoid the enemies among the Quraish tribe. They
wanted to kill him for teaching Islam. When the Prophet (S) began
teaching Islam from Madīnah, the polytheists did not like it. They
wanted to stop the teaching and kill all Muslims.
The polytheists knew they will have to ﬁght a battle to stop the
Muslims. The chance to ﬁght a battle came in the year 624 CE
– two years after the migration. This battle is known as the Battle of
Badr, named after the battleﬁeld. Sūrah Anfal discusses about the
battle and its result. It was the ﬁrst important
battle fought by the Muslims.
Caravan of Quraish: In the summer of 623 CE
the Quraish sent a large caravan to Syria to do
business. A caravan is a a group of travelers
journeying together. The leader of the caravan
was Abu Sufyān, who at that time was an enemy
of the Muslims. His business in Syria was very
successful and proﬁtable. He also bought camelloads of goods to sell in Makkah. While returning
from Syria he realized there was problem – the
road from Syria to Makkah passes by the side of
Madīnah, where Muslims were now living.
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Just as Abu Sufyān did not like the Muslims, the Muslims also did not like him. The Muslims
knew Abu Sufyān would use the proﬁt from the business to build his army to ﬁght the Muslims.
The Muslims decided to capture Abu Sufyān’s caravan when it passed by Madīnah. But Abu
Sufyān was smart. He realized Muslims would attack his caravan. Instead of going by the side
of Madīnah, Abu Sufyān moved his caravan to the west side – towards Yanbu. Then he sent a
person to Makkah with a message asking everybody to help him.
Makkan army prepares: When the Makkan polytheists came to know about the plans of Muslims,
they were angry. Immediately they formed an army of about 1,000 men. They had many horses
and camels in the army. The army was strong and many of them knew how to ﬁght a battle. They
marched from Makkah towards Badr knowing that Muslims were going there to ﬁght. Badr was
about 80 miles away from Madīnah. When the polytheists reached Badr, Abu Sufyān also joined
the Makkan army.
Points to Remember
Muslim army prepares: In the beginning the • The Battle of Badr was the first major battle
Muslims wanted to capture the caravan of
fought by the Muslims.
Abu Sufyān. When the caravan moved away • The battle was fought 2 years after the
towards Yanbu, they realized it would be
migration of the Muslims.
impossible to capture it. Then they came to • The Muslims had 313 men army against 1000
men Makkan army.
know Makkan army was coming to attack
them. Now the Muslims also formed an army. • The cause of the battle was Muslim plan to
attack a Makkan caravan.
But they did not have good warriors. Somehow
they managed to form an army of 313 men. • The caravan was returning from Syria with
camel loads of supplies.
The army included many youths and elderly
battle was fought around the wells in
people who did not know how to ﬁght a battle. • The
Badr.
It was a weak army. But the Prophet (S) knew • The Makkans were totally defeated in the
Allāh was in their side. Allāh would help the
battle.
Muslims.
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Actual Strength
3 enemies for 1 Muslim

Muslims miscalculated
2 enemies for 1 Muslim

Enemies miscalculated
Smaller Muslim army

Actual strength not realized: After the Muslims and the Makkan polytheists reached Badr,
something strange happened. Both of the parties could not realize each others strength. The
Makkans were spread around various wells. When the Muslims saw them, they thought the
enemies were about twice their number. In reality, the enemies were about three times larger
than the Muslims. When the polytheists saw the Muslims, in their eyes the Muslims appeared
just a few.
Because the Muslims did not realize actual strength of the enemies,
they thought the battle would not be diﬃcult. On the other hand,
the polytheists became very sure about their victory because they
thought Muslims were fewer in number. They thought they could
easily defeat the Muslims.
Actual battle: The battle started at noon. The Muslims began the
battle thinking that each of them needed to ﬁght just two enemies
because they thought the enemies were twice their number. They
were ﬁghting bravely. Allāh helped the Muslims by sending 1,000
angels. Neither did the Muslims nor the polytheists saw the angels. The Muslims never thought
they could ﬁght so well. With every swing of the sword some enemy was hurt or killed. The
polytheists were surprised to see a much larger Muslim army than what they had initially thought.
Now they were trying their best to save themselves from Muslim attack. Soon they realized too
many of their soldiers were getting killed. They became hopeless with the battle. They started
running away. By noon the battle had started and within few hours it was over.
Muslim victory: The Muslims won the battle. When they counted their loss, they found only
fourteen Muslims died in the battle. But the loss of the enemies was much larger. About seventy
of the enemies were killed and about 70 others were taken as prisoner. Their biggest loss was
death of Abu Jahl, the polytheist leader who was the most notorious enemy of the Muslims.
Battle of Badr showed Allāh always helps those who stand up for good cause. The battle
made the Muslims stronger. They realized they can win battles and protect themselves from the
enemies. They started to believe in their power. They were no longer the weak and they were no
longer the helpless. People in Madīnah started to respect the Prophet (S) and the Muslims. The
Muslims established themselves as a major power in Madīnah.
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1. Which sūrah in the Qur’ān discusses about the Battle of Badr in detail?

Sa

2. Before the Battle of Badr what was the plan of the Muslims?
(a) To go to Syria.
(b)To send a caravan to Makkah.
(c) To capture the caravan of Abu Sufyān.
(d)To build a strong army.

3. Who was the leader of the caravan that went for business in Syria?
(a) Abu Jahl
(b)Abu Sufyān
(c) Abu Muslim
(d)Abu Dawud
4. During the Battle of Badr, what was the actual ratio of enemies to Muslims?
(a) 3 enemies to 1 Muslim
(b)3 enemies to 2 Muslims
(c) 1 enemy to 1 Muslim
(d)2 enemies to 3 Muslims
5. Read verse 8:44. According to the verse, what did Allāh made the Muslims see?
_______________________________________________
6. Read verse 8:9. How was Allāh going to help the Muslims?
___________________________________________________
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Promise of Allāh: It is always true!
Objective of the Lesson:
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A promise is a contract between two parties. Allāh (swt) made many promises to human beings. This lesson
discusses some of these promises. It also discusses our roles in fulfilling these promises. The lesson cites
an incident from Mūsā (A)’s life showing that the promise of Allāh (swt) is always true. Students will also
memorize one du‘ā from the Qur’ān.

A

ll of us make promises—we say we will or will not do something.
We promise to ourselves, we promise to parents, friends, or to our
teachers. Sometimes we keep the promise, and sometimes we promise
without meaning it, therefore we do not keep the promise. In other
words, we make a promise and we break it.
A promise is a two-way contract between two individuals where one
person agrees to do or not do some service or give something to the other
person. It may sound strange to you, but Allāh also makes promises.
His promise is with us. Just like all promises involve at least two parties,
Allāh’s promise includes two beings—on one side is Allāh, on the other
side is us, the human beings. Unlike human promises that we make and
sometimes break, Allāh never breaks His promises.
Allāh’s promise in the Qur’ān: Allāh made
several promises to the mankind. Allāh
promised a reward of paradise to all those who
believe and do good work.4:122 He promises
to protect such believers.5:9 He also promised
that the punishment for the hypocrites and
unbelievers will be in the hellﬁre.9:68 People
in paradise and those in hell, will realize that
the promises of Allāh came true.7:44 Whatever
Allāh promises, He will fulﬁll it. It is His
obligation to fulﬁll the promises. There are no
reasons to doubt about the promises of Allāh,
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as these are always true.10:4, 18:21, 18:98, In Sūrah AnNahl, Allāh says:
Whoever does good, whether male or
female,— provided he be a Believer, then
We shall certainly cause him to live a happy
life, and We shall invariably give them their
reward in the best manner for what they
used to do. (An-Nahl 16:97)
In this verse, Allāh (swt) gives a clear promise
under certain conditions. The promise is to give
them a good life. The good life does not mean
something that will happen in the Hereafter, but
the good life will happen in this world. As in many
promises that have conditions, Allāh also has some
conditions before He will fulﬁll His promise. The
conditions are: (a) we have to do good deeds, (b)
it does not matter whether the person is a man
or a woman and (c) that the person has to be a
believer.
Human weakness to trust Allāh: Although we
should not doubt the promises of Allāh, we tend
to think He might not fulﬁll His promises. Many
of us are weak in character, and we make and often
break our promises. It is due to our weak character
that we doubt about Allāh’s promises. We may not
admit, but our conduct often expresses that doubt.
Here is an example. In verse 2:261 Allāh says:

The Parable of those who spend their wealth
in the way of Allāh is like the parable of a
grain which grows into seven ears, in every
ear a hundred grains. And Allāh multiplies
for whom He pleases; for Allāh is ampleGiving, all-Knowing. (Al Baqarah 2:261)
It is His promise that He will multiply our

money if we spend on good causes. Yet when it
comes to donating or spending money on a good
cause, we often hesitate. We doubt whether we
will ever get the return of the money. We think we
might become a loser.
Allāh’s promise with Mūsā (A): In the previous year
we studied about prophet Mūsā. Let us recollect a
part of his early life. There was a time when Fir‘awn
was torturing the Israelites in Egypt. He gave an
order to kill all newborn Israelite male children
and let the female children live.2:49 When Mūsā was
born, his mother was afraid for his life. She knew
Fir‘awn’s people would kill her child. But Mūsā’s
mother was a believer and she was a righteous
woman. She used to fulﬁll all three conditions we
learned in verse 16:97 above. In verse 28:7 Allāh
said:
And We revealed to the mother of Mūsā
saying: “Nurse him; but when you fear for
him, then cast him in the river, and do not
fear and do not grieve. Surely We are going
to give him back to you and make him a
rasul.”
Imagine the gravity of the situation. On one
hand, Fir‘awn was threatening to kill all male
children. On the other hand, Allāh was telling her
to cast the baby in the river. Both the situations
seemed dangerous. However, Allāh made a promise
here—He would unite the child with his mother.
Not only that, He would make the child a prophet
when he would grow up. So many promises! How
can a common person trust such promises? Do
we have strong iman to carry out such an order?
Mūsā’s mother had strong iman, and she responded
to Allāh’s promise. She knew casting infant Mūsā
in the river might be very risky, but she was certain
that Allāh’s promises would never fail.
The incidents that followed were amazing. The
basket in which infant Mūsā was placed continued
to ﬂoat in the river until it reached the palace of
Fir‘awn. The wife of Fir‘awn picked up the basket
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and discovered the child.
Even though she knew
about Fir‘awn’s order to
kill all male children of
the Israelites, she did not
worry. Even if she knew
the baby was an Israelite,
she made sure no one killed
the child. She would adopt
the child as her son.
Infant Mūsā, although
safe now, was away from
his mother. He continued
to cry.28:12 Mūsā’s sister had
secretly followed the basket
and she knew where the
basket reached. She came to the queen and told Allāh’s promise is true and every promise will
her about a woman who could nurse the baby. His be fulﬁlled. We must trust Allāh and follow His
sister did not disclose her identity or the identity of commands. We pray to Him:
the woman who might feed him. Then she brought
her own mother. Infant Mūsā liked her—and why
not, she was after all his own mother. Thus, his
mother was united with him and she was able to
feed him.28:13
Rabbanā wa ātinā mā wa’adtanā ‘alā
Thus Allāh quickly fulﬁlled His one promise.
rusulika wa lā tukhzinā yawma-l qiyāmat.
He returned Mūsā back to his mother. Not only
Innaka lā tukhlifu-l mī’ād.
that, now Mūsā began a new life in Fir‘awn’s palace
as his adopted son—in a princely manner. He
Our Rabb! and give us what You have
began receiving all good things in life. Eventually
promised us through Your rasuls, and do not
when he grew up Allāh made him a prophet. Thus
disgrace us on the day of Awakening. Surely
Allāh fulﬁlled His other promise of making him a
You do not break promise. (Al-i-‘Imran
prophet.
3:194)
Lesson for us: Mūsā’s life shows us that no matter Our promises: Although we often make promises,
how critical and how diﬃcult circumstances may we should remember that unless Allāh wills, we
be, Allāh’s promise will always come true. We have cannot do anything. Therefore, we must say
to remember two things:
Insha-Allāh (i.e. if Allāh wishes) after we promise
anything.18:23-24 We must not make meaningless
(a) we have to be a believer;
promises, if we cannot keep them. The punishments
(b) we have to do good deeds.
for false promises are severe.5:89
If we fulﬁll these, Allāh will give us a good life
here and in the Hereafter. We should remember
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1. What is a promise?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________
2. How are promises of Allāh diﬀerent from our promises?
____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain how Mūsā’s mother responded to Allāh’s command?
____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
4. How did Allāh reunite Mūsā with his mother?
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. In order for Allāh’s promises to become true, in sūrah An-Nahl, verse 97, Allāh said two things a
person must do. What are the two things?
____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
6. How many promises mentioned in the Qur’ān will be fulﬁlled? Select the correct choice.
(a) About 50 promises will be fulﬁlled.
(b) Some will be fulﬁlled some will not.
(c) All promises will be fulﬁlled only in the Hereafter
(d) All promises will be fulﬁlled in this world and in the Hereafter.
7. Memorize the du‘ā mentioned in the lesson. In the next class, be ready to recite the du‘ā.
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Sacriﬁce of Ibrāhīm(A)
Objective of the Lesson:
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Once after having a dream, Ibrāhīm (A) decided to sacrifice his beloved son Isma‘īl (A). In his decision
and in his son’s readiness to give up his life are the examples of the greatest sacrifice in the history of
mankind. The moral of the incident is highly appropriate for our generation. The lesson discusses how we
can emulate examples of Ibrāhīm (A) and Isma‘īl (A) in our lives.

Sa

F

rom the previous two lessons, we have learned that prophet Ibrāhīm (A)
was one of the greatest prophets in Islam. The Qur’ān, which is not a
history book, provides limited description of his life and activities. Ancient
history provides us other details from which we can build up his life and
mission. From the previous lessons, we have seen that his entire life was
ﬁlled with dramatic turn of events. Ibrāhīm’s life was also ﬁlled with many
sacriﬁces of things that were near and dear to him. In this lesson we will
study the biggest sacriﬁce he was going to make—the sacriﬁce of his son.
Before that we will brieﬂy review some of the other sacriﬁces in his life.
Other sacrifices: The meaning of the word sacriﬁce is to let go, to give up,
to forego. When Ibrāhīm was still a youth, he had to let go his relationship
with his father because his father was an idol worshipper. It was very painful
for him to move out of his home when his father asked him to stop talking
against the idols or else he would be stoned. Ibrāhīm sacriﬁced his homeland
and moved northward towards Haran and then towards Palestine and
ﬁnally settled in Egypt. In his old age, Ibrāhīm was
overjoyed to have a baby Ismā‘īl. Again, he sacriﬁced
this close connection with his family when he settled
his second wife and son Ismā‘īl thousands of miles
away from Egypt, in the barren land of Makkah. He
would visit them from time to time, but the family
was without father and husband for a while. This was
a great sacriﬁce on the part of Ibrāhīm.

Fig. Jamarat in Mina - symbol of shaitān
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First son Ismā‘īl: For a long time, Ibrāhīm was without
a child. Ibrāhīm had prayed to Allāh to give him a

righteous oﬀspring.37:100 However, he was getting old
and he was still without a child. On seeing Ibrāhīm’s
earnest desire to have a child, his ﬁrst wife Sara
suggested that Ibrāhīm should marry Hajar, who
was a companion of Sara.

The communication between the father and son
shows their utmost conﬁdence upon each other and
upon Allāh. They knew life was given by Allāh and
the term of the life is also decided by Allāh. If Allāh
wants to shorten someone’s life, nobody can prevent
After some time, Hajar gave birth to Ismā‘īl, the it from happening.
ﬁrst son of Ibrāhīm. This was a joyous occasion for Shaitān attempts to mislead: The decision of the
him. Even though Ibrāhīm settled Ismā‘īl and Hajar sacriﬁce by Ibrāhīm and Ismā‘īl was based on
in Makkah, he still loved Ismā‘īl and Hajar dearly.
total faith upon Allāh. However, shaitān wanted
The dream about sacrifice: The incident of sacriﬁcing them to disobey Allāh. If they disobey Allāh once,
Ismā‘īl is mentioned in the Qur’ān in sūrah As- they will probably disobey Allāh again and again.
Sāﬀāt, sūrah 37. When Ismā‘īl was old enough to Shaitān underestimated the faith of Ibrāhīm and
work with his father, one day Ibrāhīm told him about his son. He could not convince them to move away
from the path of Allāh. Ibrāhīm chased away the
a dream. Let us read the translation of the verse:
evil thoughts by hurling rocks. Every year millions
Then when he attained working along with him, of Muslims, during the rituals of Hajj, reaﬃrm the
he said: “O my son! surely I have seen in the dream that steps of chasing away shaitān by throwing rocks at
I should sacriﬁce you; so consider what you see.” He the three jamarat in Mina. On the same day, the day
said: “O my father! do what you have been commanded; of Eid al-Adha, Muslims all over the world reaﬃrm
if Allāh please, you will readily ﬁnd me among the the desire to sacriﬁce everything for the sake of
persevering ones.” (37:102).
Allāh. The animal sacriﬁce is a symbol that we can
Ibrāhīm told his son about the dream in which give up our life, wealth, fortune or anything for the
he was sacriﬁcing his son. To a common person, sake of Allāh.
the dream would seem terrible. However, Ibrāhīm Ready for sacrifice: The Qur’ān brieﬂy tells us that
was not a common man. The dream must have been both Ibrāhīm and Ismā‘īl submitted themselves to
with a deep meaning.
Allāh. Ibrāhīm had laid down Ismā‘īl for the ﬁnal
In his life, Ibrāhīm had sacriﬁced many things step. Both of them were ready to make the greatest
at various times. He was never hesitant to give up
anything for the sake of Allāh. But the dream seemed
to tell him he had to sacriﬁce his dearest son—the
only son he had at that time. He knew it would be
painful for him, but he also knew that everything
that he had belonged to Allāh.
Ismā‘īl’s reply: When Ibrāhīm narrated the dream
to Ismā‘īl, the reply given by him was remarkable.
In his reply there was no hesitation or no second
thought about the dream. Ibrāhīm could not have
fulﬁlled the command unless his son was ready.
Take a careful look at the second part of Ismā‘īl’s
reply. He said: “Inshā Allāh, you will readily ﬁnd me,
among the persevering ones”. His reply indicates that
he was ready to lay down his life to fulﬁll Allāh’s
command.

sacriﬁce on earth. It would be within seconds that
Ibrāhīm would make the sacriﬁce. At that moment
Allāh called out to him “O Ibrāhīm! You have fulﬁlled
the dream.” If it was not for this timely revelation,
Ibrāhīm would have sliced the knife on Ismā‘īl’s
neck. It was that close.
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To Allāh, Ibrāhīm’s intention to sacriﬁce was
as good as the actual sacriﬁce—because both of
them were ready for the sacriﬁce. The Qur’ān
mentions this entire event was a trial for them.37:106
They successfully qualiﬁed in the trial. Now Allāh
recommended them to sacriﬁce an animal instead.
This sacriﬁce of the animal is mentioned in the
Qur’ān as a great sacriﬁce, since it was substituted
for human sacriﬁce.37:107

In the Qur’ān Allāh asked us to do many things
for His sake. Allāh asked us to stand for justice, to
spend for good cause, to give charity, to help the
needy, to struggle for our soul and do so many other
things. Yet we cling on to money, we do not want
to share it with poor, we do not do enough charity,
we do not want to sacriﬁce our good things for the
sake of Allāh. Giving up our comfort or wealth is a
small sacriﬁce. We hesitate to make even the smallest
Moral that we can apply in our life: There is a sacriﬁce for the sake of Allāh . We should realize
great moral in the episode of sacriﬁce. We should that Ibrāhīm and Ismā‘īl were ready to give up the
understand and try to apply the moral in our life. most precious asset.
Ibrāhīm and his young son knew that everything
From the story of Ibrāhīm we should take a lesson
belongs to Allāh. For a human being, probably the to stand up for the cause of Allāh and be ready to
most precious thing is life. Without life we cannot give up our wealth and belongings. If only we remain
enjoy anything. For the sake of Allāh, Ibrāhīm and prepared to give up as much as possible for any good
Ismā‘īl were ready to make the ultimate sacriﬁce.
cause that beneﬁts humanity, the world would be a
better place.

Interesting Facts:
Dreams were important elements in the life of many prophets and people.
Yūsuf (A) dreamt about the sun, the moon and stars bowing down to him. Yūsuf (A) became an accomplished interpreter
of dreams.
Egyptian king dreamt about seven cows eating seven other cows. After interpreting this dream, Yūsuf (A) got a high
ranking job in the kingdom.
Prophet Muhammad (S) decided to go for pilgrimage after having a dream. He could not do the pilgrimage but signed
the Treaty of Hudaibiyah.
Ibrāhīm (A) wanted to sacrifice his son after having a dream.
The pelting of the rocks are done at the three jamarat or pillars at Mina. The three pillars are now replaced by three
walls of about 85 feet wide to avoid stampede. A diagram of the wall is in page 43.
The largest jamarah is jamarah al-Kubra, which is closer to Makkah. The middle is jamarah al-wusta, and the smaller
one is jamarah al-ula.
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1. Which sūrah contains the story of Ibrāhīm sacriﬁcing his son Ismā‘īl?
(a) Sūrah As-Shams
(b) Sūrah As-Sajdah
(c) Sūrah As-Sāﬀāt
(d) Sūrah Baqarah
2. How old was Ismā‘īl when Ibrāhīm was going to sacriﬁce him?
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

He was an infant
He was an old man
He was a fully grown man
He was a youth

3. For deciding to sacriﬁce, Allāh rewarded Ibrāhīm. One such reward was how the later generations
treated Ibrāhīm. Read 37:109, and then write how the later generations address Ibrāhīm?
________________________________________________________________________
4. If we continue to read Surah As-Sāﬀāt, past the description of the sacriﬁce, we will see that the birth of
Ishaq is mentioned in verse 112. In verse 113, we ﬁnd that the oﬀspring of Ishāq were two types of people.
What are the two types?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
5. What is the lesson we learn from the story of Ibrāhīm’s sacriﬁce?
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Guard Your Tongue: Think before you speak
Objective of the Lesson:
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Speech can be both good and bad. If we are not careful, misuse of the tongue can put us in serious
trouble. The purpose of this lesson is to identify different kinds of sins committed by the tongue, in the
form of misused speech. The lesson also discusses ways to remedy such sins.

T

he tongue is a very interesting organ of the body. Without the tongue,
we cannot do two things— taste food and talk. Our vocal cord produces
sound but the tongue shapes the sound into meaningful words. Without the
tongue, a person will not be able to make meaningful words. It is estimated
that a typical person speaks enough words in a day that can ﬁll up a 500page book. A 500-page book is a lot of words! How many of the words we
say in a day are meaningful, sensible and good words? How many of these
are bad words, gossip, idle talks, rumors, and name callings? If we take a
count we might be surprised.
Allāh gave us the tongue as an important body organ that can shape our
life or destroy us. We should be in control of this organ. Unless we know
how to control our tongue we might
end up with many problems in daily life
and trouble in the Hereafter.
Types of oral sins: Oral sins are the sins
committed by uttering a word. Often
we take oral sins as an acceptable form
of social behavior and fail to realize we
are committing sins. Oral sins are a form
of entertainment for many people. For
example, gossip, backbiting and slander
are oral sins, but most people tend to
view these “little” habits are not serious
oﬀences. Even if they know it is sin,
they still enjoy doing it. Here are some
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of the most common oral sins:
(a) Gossip
(b) Backbiting
(c) Slander, insult, defame
(d) Ridicule, name calling
(e) Lies, fabrication, falsiﬁcation
(f) Hypocrisy, treachery, change words
(g) Misstate (quote wrongly)
(h) Rumors
The Qur’ān and Sunnah on oral sins: The Qur’ān and
Sunnah extensively discussed various oral sins. Some
of the words which the Qur’ān used to prohibit oral
sins are very serious in nature. The Qur’ān is very
strict and precise when it condemns oral sins. We
may not realize, but oral sins can cost us our reward
in the Hereafter. Many of us think only gossip and
backbiting are prohibited, but all forms of oral sins
are strongly discouraged. On the Day of Judgment
several body parts, including the tongue, will bear
witness against us.

in your heart. If you keep anger, hatred, greed,
or dislike in your heart, these will partly or fully
come out through your tongue. Whatever you say
will reﬂect your inner thoughts. The words you
choose, the sentences you say, the way you say your
sentences will reﬂect your mind. Therefore, in Islam
it is important to have a good heart. If the heart is
good, most likely you will not say bad things and not
commit oral sins.
Gossip and backbiting: Simply speaking, gossip is
idle, useless talk about something or someone and
backbiting is talking bad behind a person’s back, i.e.
without the person’s knowledge. Both are serious
oﬀence. The Qur’ān equates backbiting with eating
the ﬂesh of one’s dead brother.49:12 Eating ﬂesh from
a dead body is unthinkable—only scavenger animals
like hyenas and vultures eat dead animal. It would

On the day when their tongues and their
hands and their feet will bear testimony
against them, as to what they used to do. (AnNur 24:24)
Rasulullah (S) stressed the importance of
controlling our tongue. A sharp use of the tongue or
use of abusive language could harm our position as
good Muslims.

be unthinkable if we have to eat the ﬂesh of a dead
person, that too our own brother! By comparing
backbiting with cannibalizing, the Qur’ān shows the
severity of this sin.

The Prophet (S) had deﬁned gossip, or ghibah,
as a statement about a person which he or she does
not like to hear. An example of such gossip would
be apparently a simple statement as “Can you take
this book to that short brother in the school oﬃce?”
Surely, the brother in the oﬃce would not like to be
Tongue reflects images of the heart: Whatever is in called a ‘short’, or a ‘dark’ or a ‘fat’, or a ‘baldy.’ Let
your heart will eventually come out through your us put ourselves in the receiving end: would we like
tongue. Even if it does not come out fully, your ourselves being called by such terms?
tongue will reﬂect the types of thoughts you keep
Some people asked Allāh’s Rasul, “Whose
Islam is the best? (i.e. who is a very good
Muslim)?” He replied, “One who avoids
harming the Muslims with his tongue and
hands.” (Reported by Bukhārī)
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Slander, insult, defame: Slander is talking or
spreading rumor about a person in order to damage
the person’s name or status. Abdullah Ibn Ubayy
once spread slander about ‘A’ishah (R). In response
to the slander Allāh said:

nor call one another by nicknames. Bad is
the reputation of wickedness after Faith.
And whoever does not turn, then these are
themselves the wrongdoers. (Al-Hujurāt
49:1)

And whoever earns a mistake or a sin, then
throws it upon an innocent, he then surely
bears a slander and a ﬂagrant crime. (AnNisa’ 4:112)

Hypocrisy, treachery, changing words: All these are
also oral sins. Hypocrisy is saying one thing in one
place and saying a diﬀerent thing at a diﬀerent place.
A hypocrite claims that he has moral values, but
he does not. Some prominent hypocrites lived in
Madinah, who claimed that they were Muslims. An
easy test to identify a hypocrite is to put him or her
to a test. Abdullah Ibn Ubayy, who was a hypocrite

Allāh severely condemns those people who accuse
the chaste and believing women.24:23 Tarnishing the
respect of a woman by making false comments is a
serious sin, and Allāh stores a severe punishment
for such people both in this world and in the
Hereafter. Allāh strongly dislikes every slanderer and
defamers.104:1

fromhadith
“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should
say [something] good, or he should keep silent.”
(Recorded by Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad, Tirmidhi,
Ibn Majah)

Even if someone insults us or defames us,
we should not use our tongue to insult back. Let
us explore the Qur’ān to learn how should we
respond when someone insults us. Prophet Ibrāhīm’s
forefather was an idol worshipper. Once he insulted leader, was easily exposed when he had to face battles
Ibrāhīm for talking against the idols. Ibrāhīm did against the polytheists.
not insult him back; instead he greeted him with
Hypocrites publicly state one opinion, while
peace.19:47
possess a diﬀerent opinion in private. Such people
The Qur’ān teaches us if someone speaks bad cannot be trusted. No doubt, Allāh dislikes the
about us, we can try to correct the person. If we hypocrites. The Qur’ān identiﬁes a hypocrite person
think the person would not listen to us, then we as one who promotes evil and forbids good deeds.9:67
should walk away.
Hypocrites, by their actions, neglect the commands
Ridicule, name calling: The Qur’ān prohibits us from of Allāh. As a result, Allāh also neglects them.
ridiculing others. We ridicule others as we think we
And He may punish the hypocrite men and
are better than the other person. We become proud.
the hypocrite women, and the polytheistic men
We think we are better than others. Whereas the
and the polytheistic women— the thinkers of
truth is unless Allāh gave us blessings we could not
evil thoughts against Allāh. Upon them be
have been better. Therefore, instead of feeling proud,
the return of evil; and the wrath of Allāh be
we should thank Allāh. Instead of ridiculing others
upon them and He has condemned them, and
for their shortcomings, we should be thankful to
He has prepared for them Fire! And evil is the
Allāh.
resort! (Al-Fath 48:6)
O you who believe! let not one people laugh at
Believers are required to keep their promises.
another people, perchance they may be better
Sometimes we promise one thing to a person and do
than them; and nor let women at women,
not keep our words or do something diﬀerent. Allāh
perchance these women may be better than
does not like such conduct. He says:
them. And do not defame your own people;
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O you who believe! why do you say what you
do not do? Highly hateful in the sight of
Allāh that you should say what you do not do.
(As-Saﬀ 61:2-3)

passed away. This rumor created a panic amongst the
Muslims, and was one of the causes of suﬀerings of
the Muslims in that battle.

Remedy for oral sins: We must thank Allāh since
Spreading rumors: A rumor is something that we hear there is remedy for all type of sins including oral sins.
from one person, and then without verifying the facts, Allāh forgives all sins if the sinner repents and turns
we spread the information to another person. The away from the sin. Repentance cannot come unless
we recognize that sin was committed. If we realize
our tongue is out of control, we should pray to Allāh
and seek His help. With His help we will be able to
cut down the oral sins and eliminate it totally. Allāh
does not automatically correct us when we pray,
we must make the eﬀort. We must try to change
ourselves. We must change our attitude. Once we
take the initiative, Allāh will help us overcome our
shortfall.
If we see a group of people busy in idle talk, we
should go away from such a group.28:55

veriﬁcation of the information is important if the
messenger is not reliable. Allāh clearly orders us
to verify the facts that we hear, particularly if these
came from the corrupt people.49:6

• Repentance is the best way to correct any sin.
• If we sincerely repent, we should never repeat
the same sin.
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Rumors had hurt the Muslims in many ways.
During the battle of Uhud, the Prophet (S) was
injured, but some people spread a rumor that he had

Points to know:
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(a) ________________________________________________________

:

1. Based on the lesson write three oral sins people always commit.
(b) ________________________________________________________

2. According to the lesson, what can oral sins cost us?
(a) Lots of money.
(b) Our reward in the Afterlife.
(c) Our job.
(d) Our childhood.

Sa

(c) ________________________________________________________

3. In the Qur’ān what type of oral sin is equated with eating one’s dead brother’s ﬂesh?
(a) Sin of eating dead meat.
(b) Sin of backbiting.
(c) Sin of slander.
(d) Sin of hypocrisy.
4. Explain in a few words what you think the Prophet (S) meant when he said a better Muslim is one
from whose tongue and hands the Muslims feel safe.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
5. When prophet Ibrāhīm’s father insulted him for speaking against the idols, how did he respond?
(a) He insulted him in return.
(b) He told his father to get out of his home.
(c) He started a ﬁght with him.
(d) He greeted him with peace greeting.
6. We often make an intention but later we do not want to fulﬁll the intention. Read sūrah As-Saﬀ
verse 2-3 and identify which of the following verse states the way Allāh looks at this type of oral sins.
(a) Allāh (swt) says He will forgive it.
(b) Allāh (swt) does not care.
(c) Allāh (swt) hates such actions.
(d) Allāh (swt) will send the sinners to hell.
7. Sūrah Hujurāt, verse 1 was quoted in the lesson. Based on the verse why should people not laugh
at others?
__________________________________________________________________________
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Duties Towards Parents
Objective of the Lesson:
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Duties towards parents are clearly mentioned in the Qur’ān. What are the reasons? This lesson discusses
the issue and shows why duties towards parents are placed next to worshipping God.

A

s a human being we have diﬀerent duties. Some duties are towards our
personal self—e.g. taking shower, clipping nail, wearing clean clothes
etc., some duties are towards others. We live in a social environment and we
are social beings. We have duties towards our family, our relatives, and our
neighbors. We also have duties towards our environment, our country and
our world. Above all there is duty towards Allāh—it is part of our spiritual
duty.
Our duty towards Allāh is the most important duty—whether it is for
human beings or for jinn.51:56 It is the number one duty for all human being,
particularly Muslims.
Doing good to our parents is an important duty. It is so important that
this duty is placed next to worshipping Allāh. If Allāh had allowed us to
worship multiple things, He would have allowed us to worship our parents!
Why did the Qur’ān emphasize so much about respecting our parents? Let
us try to understand.
Love changes as we grow: Our duty towards parents is
beautifully narrated in the Qur’ān in many places. You
will be surprised to see there are more verses talking
about duties towards our parents than verses about
parent’s duties towards children. The reason is clear.
It is natural for all parents to love their children. No
matter how old or how young the children are, parents
love their children unconditionally. It never decreases.
However, many a times children’s love towards their
parent decreases when they grow up. When a child
Sample Booklet Page Number 55

becomes a youth and adult, his or her priorities in
the side, and the traveler, and what your right
life changes. They start living on their own and their
hands possess. Surely Allāh does not love him
dependence upon the parents decrease. As children
who is proud, boastful. 4:36
get older, they no longer want parental help to bathe
Say: “Come, I shall recite what your Rabb has
them, clothe them or feed them. A time comes when
forbidden to you,— that you do not associate with
they no longer want parental help in every step of
Him anything. And doing good to parents, and
their life. Their love towards their parents remains
that you do not kill your children for poverty;”
the same, but they seem to move away from them.
... 6:151
They ﬁnd new friends in life, spend more time
with them, go to college, ﬁnd job, get married and Significance of ihsān: The Qur’ān has not detailed
have children. They discover new love in life—love what it means by the phrase “doing good to the
parents.” The entire concept of “good” is summed
towards their wives, family and children.
up in the word ihsān. The word ihsān denotes doing
Earlier when the same children were little, they
what is right, good and beautiful - in other words we
loved their parents so dearly, cried when they missed
should show them kindness, compassion, gratitude,
them, ran to them for comfort and love. To the
obedience and respect. We should pray for them and
children the parents were everything. But things
support them ﬁnancially if they are in need. The list
change when the same children grow up and become
of doing good is endless. We should simply remember
adult. It is very natural that their priorities in life
not to do anything that would mean doing “bad” to
will change. The Qur’ān wants us to remember that
the parents.
some priorities should never change. This priority is
Being patient with parents: It is easy to loose our
our duty towards our parents.
patience when things do not go our way. Our parents
Status of parents in Islam: The status of any person
do many things that may cause us to loose patience.
comes based on his or her position and how others
Even then we should not become angry or impatient
treat the person. The status of your teacher comes
with them. When our parents become old, we, as
from his or her appointment as a teacher and respect
children, have grown up. Now we have our own
shown by the students. Similarly, status of a governor
mind and own way of thinking. As grown ups we
comes from his or her appointment as the governor
ﬁnd more reasons to become upset with our parents
and trust shown by the people. Same analogy applies
on small things they do. But the Qur’ān tells us not
to the status of parents in Islam.
to loose our patience, not to speak the smallest word
In Islam parents are given very high status and of disrespect or displeasure towards them.
children are asked to show respect to them. They can
And your Rabb has commanded that you do not
show respect when they do good to their parents.
worship anyone except Him alone; and doing
The Qur’ān has beautifully explained this point. In
good to the parents. If one of them or both of
4:36, 6:151 and 17:23, ﬁrst Allāh says what not to
them reach old age in your presence, even then do
do, and then He tells us what to do.
not say to them “Ugh”, and do not scold them,
and speak to them a generous speech. 17:23
Not to do: Not to associate with Allāh.
And lower to them the wings of humility out
To do:
Do good towards parents.
of tenderness; and say: “My Rabb! have mercy
And worship Allāh and do not associate with Him
on them as they brought me up in childhood.”
anything, and goodness towards the parents,
17:24
and to the near relatives, and the orphans, and
Praying for parents: Far from speaking harshly
the poor, and the neighbor who is related, and
towards our parents, we are told to pray for them.
the neighbor who is alien, and the companion by
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In the above verse a beautiful du‘ā is quoted. We
should make it a point to memorize this du‘ā and
pray to Allāh everyday. Even after parents die, we
should continue to pray for them.

Hadīth on status of parents: There are several ahādīth
where the Prophet (S) stressed upon the importance
and status of our parents. One of the most famous
hadīth is as follows:
Once a man asked
the Prophet (S),
“who is most
entitled to be
treated with best
companionship by
me?” The Prophet
(S) replied, “Your
mother.” The man
asked, “Who is
next?” The Prophet
(S) said, “Your
mother.” The man
again asked, “Who
is next?” The Prophet (S) said, “Your mother.” The
man asked for the fourth time, “Who is next?” The
Prophet (S) said, “Your father.” (reported by Bukhārī
and Muslim).
In another hadīth it is reported that one day
mother of Asma bint Abū Bakr came from Makkah
to Madīnah to meet her. Her mother was not a
Muslim. Asma asked the Prophet (S) how she was
supposed to treat her. The Prophet (S) told her to be
kind and considerate and to behave towards her as a
daughter should behave with her mother.

parents— his mother carries him with suﬀering
upon suﬀering, and his weaning is in two years—
saying: “Give thanks to Me and to your parents.
Towards Me is the return. 31:14
And We have enjoined on people the doing of
good to his parents. His mother bears him with
pain, and with pain does she give birth to him.
And his bearing and his weaning takes thirty
months. Till when he attains his maturity and
reaches forty years, he says: “My Rabb! rouse
me that I may give thanks for your favors
with which you have favored upon me and
upon my parents, and that I may do good—
which may please you, and do good to me
with regard to my oﬀ spring. Surely I turn to
you, and I am indeed among the Muslims.”
46:15
In the above verse a beautiful du‘ā is quoted. We
should make it a point to memorize the du‘ā and
pray to Allāh everyday. This du‘ā not only seeks good
for you, for your parents but also for your future
children. Here is the verse:

Rights of parents: After we analyze the entire lesson,
we can summarize the rights of parents. The parents
deserve these rights from their children. These rights
are as follows:
1. Rights to kind words
2. Rights to kind behavior

3. Rights to be looked after and helped
Why we should love parents: Allāh reminds us about
the pain and suﬀering our mother had to bear while
4. Rights to be treated well
giving birth. This is the single most important
5. Rights to be respected
reason we have to give thanks to her. You can see in
the verse below where Allāh says: “Give thanks to We should always remember these rights and
continue doing the duties towards our parents. Allāh
Me and to your parents.”
will love us if we follow the commands of Allāh.
And We have enjoined on people concerning his
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1. Memorize the du‘ā taught in the lesson (see verse #17:24) Be ready to recite it in front of the teacher
next week.
2. Based on the lesson, parents have some rights from their children. Write down the rights and
indicate whether you are willing to respect the rights.
Willing to respect the
rights Yes / No
(a) ________________________________________________________

____________

(b) _______________________________________________________

____________

(c) ________________________________________________________ ____________
(d) ________________________________________________________ ____________
(e) ________________________________________________________

___________

3. Read verse 14 from sūrah Luqmān. We have to give one thing to both Allāh and parents. What is
that?
____________________________________________________________
4. In a Hadīth, it is mentioned to treat our mother with best companionship. How many times we
have to show the best companionship before we can show it to our father?
____________________________________________________________
5. In verse 17:23 Allāh told us not to say two things to our parents, particularly when they become
old. What two things are we not supposed to say?
(a) _______________________________________________________
(b) _______________________________________________________
6. In the beautiful du‘ā mentioned in verse 46:15, you ask for good for three diﬀerent people. Who
are they?
(a) _______________________

(b) ________________________________

(c) _____________________________________________________________
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Quiz Book on Islam
for All Levels of Expertise
•

•

•
•
•

Easy to teach, easy to read, easy to learn. A quiz book
like no other. Extra challenge with advanced and trivia
questions.
Written by the Quiz Master of an Interstate Islamic Quiz
Bowl. Designed to boost your student’s knowledge base. You
will be amazed how much students can learn in a short time.
Over 1450 questions.
89 diﬀerent topics to test every aspect of Islamic Studies.
Explanatory answers provided for many questions.
6” x 9” Perfect Bound, 140 pages
List price: $10.00, Discount 20%, Your Price: $8.00

advancedQuiz

advancedQuiz

Islamic History – II

“C” Words
The answers should begin with the letter “C-”

1. The most romanticized tales of The Thousand and One Night is associated
with this Caliph.

1. Dhu al-Qarnain used this metal to seal the gaps in the walls.
2. The very last wife of the Prophet was originally follower of a Christian
Church of this denomination.

2. This Muslim person was the scribe in the Treaty of Hūdaibiyah.

3. Mūsā wanted to have his people settle in this land. What was the land?

3. The Hijri calendar starts from the year the Prophet migrated from Makkah
to Madīnah. Who established the Hijri calendar?

4. This battle titled in the name of an animal, was foungth between ‘Alī and
‘Ā’ishah.

4. Ja‘far recited the beginning of this sūrah to the king of Abyssinia to convince
him to let the Muslims stay in his country.

5. The largest Muslim civil liberties group in America working to enhance
Islamic understanding and empower American Muslims.

5. Which Abbasid Caliph strictly imposed Mu‘tazili doctrine advocating free
will and full human responsibility

6. Series of campaign by West European armies to capture Holy Land from the
Muslims.

6. Harun al-Rashid was a Caliph of the Abbasid Empire, to which empire did
Ma’mun al-Rashid belong?

7. The largest city north of Turkey, where Europe and Asia meets, was the center
of many Roman and Muslim conquests.

7. Abū Lahab succumbed to his head injury when this woman cracked a
wooden post on his head as a protest against beating a new Muslim in her
own house.

8. One of the famous frameworks to end Arab Israel conict, brokered by
President Carter, President Sadat and PM Begin was known as this accord.
9. According to the Bible, the Qur’ān and the Hadith, nobody will enter the
Paradise until _______ enters through the eye of a needle.

8. How many years of peace were agreed upon by the Treaty of Hūdaibiyah?
9. Who did the Quraish sent to conduct and sign the Treaty of Hūdaibiyah?

10. A specic shape of the moon, it symbolizes Islam.

10. Babur was the rst Muslim king of which Islamic empire that ruled for nearly
300 years?

11. Islam advocates freedom of religion, therefore in the matter of faith one
cannot do this to others.

11. About ve hundred years before Mughal Empire was established in India,
this person rst invaded India. Who was he?

12. In the story of seven sleepers, they were asleep in this place.
13. English word for a type of forbidden food mentioned in the Qur’ān.

12. This legendary Muslim king in India rst established postal system and built
a highway covering east and west of India, a road still being used in India.
Who was the king?

14. What is the English term for a woman slave, usually captured in war? The
Qur’ān talks a great deal about their rights.

13. Battle of Camel was fought between ‘Ali and this person. Who was the
person?

15. In ūrah Mā’idah verse 82, the Qur’ān praises certain type of Christian religious
persons, identied as qissisīn. What is the English term for these people?

14. Ancient city of Ghazni was famous during medieval period. In which country
Ghazni is located?

16. In sūrah An‘ām they are said to be gift of Allāh, for man ride on them or eat
them.

15. Taj Mahal is a mausoleum built by a Mughal emperor in memory of his wife.
Who was the emperor?
16. Which country did the Tughlaq, Lodhi and Khilji rulers rule in the medieval
period?
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Answers on page 92

Answers on page 92

Quiz Book on Islam
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Resources for Quiz Conductor: The book provides step by step instruction about how to conduct
in-school or inter-school quiz competition. No hi-ﬁ gizmos are needed to conduct a competition.
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21 Du‘ā for Children
Allāh said He always listens to good prayers made by everybody. He
listens to the prayers made by believers and sinners.
Have you taught enough du‘ā to your students? In good time and
bad time in life they need to know who they should rely upon for
help and guidance and what to say.
Best prayers are those taught by Allāh in the Qur’ān and those
taught by our Prophet (S). In this booklet, 21 du‘ā from the Qur’ān
are included. We can always pray to Allāh using our own language.
However, it is immensely better if we pray to Allāh using the exact
words of the Qur’ān.

21 Dilud‘rāen
for Ch

Supplicat

ions from

Al-Qur’ān

Mansur Ah

Following are excerpts from 21 Du‘ā for Children. Each du‘ā is followed by its meaning, transliteration and signiﬁcance.

mad, PhD

5.5” x 8.5”, 28 pages
List price: $2.00

Du‘ā for parents

ó ǯͳǣʹͶ

Du‘ā for perseverance

óǦǯǣͳʹ

Ǧ¢¢¢ÇÄ¢Ǥ

¢Ǯ¢ơ¢ÄǤ

My Rabb! have mercy on them as they brought me up in
childhood.

Our Rabb! pour upon us perseverance, and cause us to die as
Muslims.

¢ ȋȌ    Ǯ¢    
Ǥ¢ȋȌ
Ǥ Ǯ¢¢ȋȌ 
Ǥ  ǡ
 Ǥ

Ǯ¢ϐϐ ǯ Ǥ
ϐ  
 Ǥ        
  Ǥϐ  
 Ǥ

     Ǥ     
    Ǥ    ǡ ǡ ǡ
 ǡ     Ǥ   

Ǥ

  Ǥ 
Ǥϐ 
        Ǥ   
ϐ            
¢ȋȌǤ¢ȋȌǮ¢ 
ϐ  
Ǥ

    Ǯ¢ǡ     Ǥ 
ǡǮ¢
 Ǥ
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Arabic Writing Workbook
•
•
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Plenty of exercise pages for year long learning.
Alphabets are placed on a grid of four lines for clear
understanding of the patterns.
Grids of four dotted lines are given for practice
writing.
Thin arrow head lines explains how to begin and end
each alphabet.
Gradual progression from one-letter to two- and
three-letter words.
Helps recognition of alphabets as they change forms
in a word.
Essential tool for early beginners – regardless of their
age.
Coil bound booklet facilitates practice writing.
8.5” x 11” Coil Bound for ease of handling, 96 pages
List price: $9.00

Juz ‘Amma
For School Students
•
•
•
•
•
•

One volume contains all the sūrah in Juz
‘Amma and sūrah Fātihah.
Arabic text, transliteration and translation
placed side by side.
Helpful to memorize the sūrah and
understand the meaning.
Explanation of the meaning of the verses.
Tips about application of the message in daily
life.
Meaning of selected words.
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8.5” x 11”, Perfect Bound, 144 pages
List price: $12.00

Sample Booklet Page Number 61

Level

1

Level

weekendLearning

Series

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 128 pages

Level

4
Series

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 136 pages

Level

7

Series

Series

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 128 pages
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Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 136 pages

5
Series

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 136 pages

8

Series

Series

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 160 pages

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 136 pages

6

weekendLearning

Series

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 136 pages

Level

weekendLearning

3

weekendLearning

Level

weekendLearning

Level

weekendLearning

Level

weekendLearning

Level

weekendLearning

2

9

weekendLearning

Series

Islamic
Studies

8.5” x 11” 160 pages

PowerPoint Presentation

Many of the lessons in higher grade classes are also available in PowerPoint. The PowerPoint ﬁles will be
available with the Teachers Manual. With the cost of projectors decreasing, it may be a good idea to invest in a
projector.
The lessons may be taught with the PowerPoint presentation to bring a dynamic, refreshing experience. Not
only the school will earn conﬁdence of the parents and students, but also learning will be immensely satisfying.
Some of the presentations can also be used for adult Halaqa.
Most presentation has about 20 slides. The teacher will have enough time to discuss the text book materials
corresponding to each slide. Most slides will have presenter’s note to aide in teaching.

Buying tips:
For classroom use, you do not need to pay extra for high resolution equipment. SVGA resolution is perfect
for classroom use and the best choice for the money. However, if you can spend little more, a projector with XGA
resolution is best. The resolution of your projector must match with the resolution of the notebook computer
you intend to use with it. If you use a notebook computer with SVGA resolution, you will want a projector with
the SVGA resolution in order to get the sharpest and cleanest image.
Look for a projector with brightness of 1800–2000 lumens. Projectors with this lumen range are suitable for
normal business conference room and classroom use. The current price range for such projectors is between $450
and $700. If you spend around $1,000 or more, you may consider projectors with 2000-3000 lumens. Products
in this class are suitable for large conference room. The image quality is bright enough that a reasonable amount
of room light will not wash out the image.
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Price List
Title

Retail

Discount*

Final Price

Islamic Studies: Grade 3

$11.00

$2.00

$9.00

Islamic Studies: Grade 4

$11.00

$2.00

$9.00

Islamic Studies: Grade 5

$11.00

$2.00

$9.00

Islamic Studies: Grade 6

$11.00

$2.00

$9.00

Islamic Studies: Grade 7

$12.00

$2.00

$10.00

Islamic Studies: Grade 8

$12.00

$2.00

$10.00

Islamic Studies: Grade 9

$12.00

$2.00

$10.00

Quiz Book on Islam

$10.00

$2.00

$8.00

21 Du‘ā for Children

$ 2.00

Arabic Writing for Beginners

$ 8.00

$2.00

$6.00

Foundation of Reading the Qur’ān

$ 6.00

$1.00

$5.00

Juz ‘Amma: For School Students

$12.00

$1.00

$11.00

$2.00

*These introductory discounts are available when ordered through our website.

Mailing address:
WeekendLearning Publishers
5584 Boulder Crest Street
Columbus, OH 43235

WeekendLearning Publishers
14382 Bayberry Ct
Rosemount, MN 55068
weekendlearning@gmail.com

Experience the difference. Experience weekendLearning books.
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